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LITTLE SERMONS 


THE NEW BIRTH 


[¢ WAS night, perhaps midnight. The moon and stars were shedding 

their mellow light upon Jesus as he taught the man before him a 
great truth. The man was thinking deeply; for Jesus had just told 
him, ‘‘Ye must be born again,’’ and he could not understand it. 

This man was Nicodemus, a Pharisee. The Pharisees, you know, 
were a proud, self-righteous people. Most of them did not love Jesus 
nor believe what he said. Indeed, many of them even hated him for 
his new teachings and were jealous of him. 

But this one had been thinking about Jesus’ teachings and miracles, 
and had concluded that no one could do those things without God’s help. 
Desiring to know more about Jesus, he decided to go to him and have 
a talk with him. Since he went by night, many have thought he was 
ashamed to go by day, lest he be seen by the other Pharisees, and so 
be persecuted. However that may be, he went and had a talk with 
Jesus. 

Jesus told him plainly that he must be born again or lie could not 
enter the kingdom of God. This was what puzzled Nicodemus. He was 
a full-grown man. How could he be born again? You know people 
are very small when they are born of the flesh. But Jesus did not mean . 
a fleshly birth. He meant a spiritual birth: he meant that Nicodemus 
must be born of the Spirit of God. Of course, Nicodemus, a large man, 
could not become a little child again in flesh; but he could be born of 
God, converted, and in spirit become as a little child—sweet, meek, and 
innocent. And this, Jesus said we must do. - ‘‘ Except ye be converted, 
and become as little children, ye shall not enter the kingdom of heaven.’’ 

Nicodemus could not understand this. Then Jesus called his atten- 
tion to the wind. It blows wherever and whenever it will. We hear 
the sound it makes, but can not see it coming nor going. So it is with 
the Spirit. We can not see the Spirit, nor can we see how people are 
born of the Spirit. | : 

But we can see the effects of both. When the wind blows gently, it 
’ sways to and fro the branches on the trees and the flowers at our feet; 

| Gg 
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when it blows hard,.it overturns houses and even tears up trees by the 
roots. We can not see the wind, but we can see its works. Likewise, 
we can not see the Spirit, but we can see the marvelous change it makes 





in the lives of those who receive it. When one is born of the Spirit, he 
bears the fruits of the Spirit, which are love, joy, and peace, longsuffer- 
ing, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, and temperance. No matter 
how wicked he may have been, after being born of the Spirit he will 
be pure, kind, and gentle. 

Praise God for the new birth! 


A TRUE HERO 11 
A TRUE HERO 


Here’s a hand to the boy who has courage 
To be loyal to God and the right, 

Who faithfully stands by his colors 
In the trving tests of the fight. 


Do not say, that a boy has no trials 
And that he has no crosses to bear; 

Tor often the foe would engulf him, 
And drive his dear soul to despair. 


There is striving against self and companions, 
And temptations are many and strong; 
He has all life’s battles before him, 
That are trying and testing and long. 


Yet how sweetly God aids as he struggles 
Against the vain workers of wrong, 
With “The Right” as his watchword and motto, 
And with “Trueness to Jesus” his song! 
—C. H, Dewey. 


A WASTED LIFE 


l N THE HISTORY of our country we read of a man who was the son 
of one minister and the grandson of another. But he had the sad 
misfortune to lose his father and mother, grandfather and grandmother, 
all within one year, when he was less than two years old. Has God 
spared your father and mother, and do they try to lead you to trust in 
Jesus and to keep his Word? You can never be too thankful for this. 
Yet this boy was kindly cared for, with his only sister, by an uncle 
and aunt, who tried their best to bring them up in the right way. When 
the boy was in college, say about sixteen years old, there was a great 
revival, ané@ he felt in his heart that he ought to give himself to’ Jesus 
as his father and mother\and grandparents did. But he decided that 
he would follow the world, and that he would do it without yielding him- 
self to Jesus. : 
He was bright and brave. He was the young soldier who went with 
Arnold to Quebec, and then on to Montreal by himself and brought 
General Montgomery and his men back to Quebec. He was with Mont- 
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gomery when he fell, and he tried to carry his bleeding, lifeless body 
off the field. | 

He afterward rose until he became Vice-President of the United 
States, and he would no doubt have been President if he had been 
patient and shown that he loved his country more than himself. But 
he shot and killed a man in a duel. Then afterward he worked up a 
scheme that looked to many people like treason, and while he was found ~ 
‘‘Not guilty’’ by the court that tried him, the people, most of them, 
believed that he was. He went to Europe and was an exile for four 
years. After he came back he was a kind of outcast all the rest of his 
days, though he was still a bright and able lawyer. 

I do not say that he never gave his heart to Jesus. He never gave 
his friends any hope that he did. He seems to have lived all his long 
life in the way that he decided to live when he was a very young man, 
without looking to Jesus for help. 

Oh, how different it would have been if he had just given his heart 
to Jesus and had yielded his heart and life to him! He would have 
kept him from wrong feelings and actions, which brought so much sor- 
row to him and multitudes of others. For even though he may have 
turned to Jesus.at the last, just think of how much misery he brought 
to others by living his selfish, sinful life. He was the occasion of sev- 
eral duels besides the one in which he took part himself. He divided 
the whole nation into bitter sections at times. Oh, I can not begin to 
tell how much trouble he caused. And how different it would have been 
if he had given himself to Jesus and his service! His name was 
Aaron Burr. 

What are you doing with your life? Are you willing to trust it to 
the care and keeping of Jesus? Will you let him guide it and use it? 
If not, your life will not only be useless, but it will cause harm to many 
others, and you will be a shipwreck at last yourself.—Lwing Inght. 


RESULT OF AN EVIL ACT 


A BRIGHT-EYED, merry little lad was Jake, our new schoolmate, 

always ready to enjoy a game at school or enter into anything of 
interest to his playmates. His parents had lately moved from the city 
to the country, and their house was near the schoolhouse. 
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How little we know what lies in the future for each one of us, as we 
daily associate in class and on the playground at school! How thought- 
less we are of future responsibility! How innocent of life’s woes! 
We may be associating daily with a future statesman, president, minis- 
ter of the gospel, or ambassador for Christ to some foreign land; and, 
alas! there may be one happy-hearted child of our number who will pass 
through clouds of sorrow and disappointment on life’s way, or one 
who in years to come will meet with a sad accident and die unsaved. 

When school-days are over and we have entered upon the duties 
of life in our respective places, it is then we sometimes review the lives 
of the interesting characters with whom we formerly played at school, 
and note with sadness or pleasure the blighted life or the TBR 
happy, prosperous one. 

Just now my memory reverts to school-days, and I look over the 
past history of one dear boy whose life ended so sadly. Jake’s parents 
were both professing Christians; but, sad to say, they did not live the 
life of Christ, nor did they train their children in paths of righteousness. 
Their home was one of hatred, strife, and discord instead of love and 
harmony. Jake, therefore, grew up to be a wicked, reckless young man 
apparently unconcerned about his soul’s welfare. He often attended 
protracted meetings at the different churches near his home, ue sted- 
_ fastly refused to give his heart to God. 

One day he, in company with some evil companions, attempted to 
jump a freight-train and steal a ride from one city to another. When 
it came time to go, each boy tried to swing on to the moving train, but 
Jake failed to secure a footing and fell under the heavy wheels, which 
crushed his lower limbs. He was hurried to a hospital, where both limbs 
were amputated, and he lay suffering for weeks. in the most intense 
agony, not only in body but also in mind. .How sadly he lamented his 
unwise act of trying to jump the train, and how eagerly he clung to 
life! For three long, weary weeks he struggled between life and death, 
and at last passed into eternity singing, “‘ Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me.’’ 
We hope this meant that during these hours of suffering he had yielded 
his heart to God and that his soul was saved, yet some are in doubt as 
to his being rational in his last moments. 

How important it is for boys and girls to take God early in life as 
their counselor and guide! —Pyna Winters. 
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WHEN DAYS ARE DARK 


When days are dark, remember 
The brightness that is past; 
Call up the glad spring music 
To mingle with the blast; 
Think of the merry sunshine, 
And host of scented flow’rs; 
Let memories of the summer 
Take gloom from off sad hours. 


When days are dark, be cheerful; 
Because the leaves must fade, 

Thy hopes need not be cast away, 
Nor thy heart be dismayed. 

This is the time for laughter 
And happy household song; 

Hours that are filled with cheerfulness 
Are never sad and long. ; 


When days are dark, be thankful; 
Light is not always best, 

And useful are the shadows, 
The silence, and the rest. 

God gives whate’er is good to come, 
The day and then the night, 

And those who find their joy in him 
Live always in the light. 

—WSelected. 
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MISSED THE TRAIN 


(Re TIME when I was intending to go from one city to another on 

a train, I arose early in the morning and hastened to the station 
in order to be there on time. I arrived about thirty minutes before 
time for my train to go, but somehow I got it into my mind that my train 
was to go south, whereas I was really to go north. 

When the north-bound train pulled in, I sat still on my seat for a 
while thinking that this train was not mine. Finally I became somewhat 
anxious for fear I was to go north instead of south. So I arose and 
went to the door and inquired. I was told that this train was mine. 

I hastened back for my valise, and just as I stepped outside the 
station the train started. Oh, how I wished the train would stop for me! 
but it did not. It was gone, and why was I not on it? Just because I 
was careless in finding out which was the right way to go. 

I missed that train, but fortunately for me there was a later train 
going that I could take. So I waited for it and arrived at my destina- 
tion all right. 2 

There is only one way to heaven. If we get on the train going in 
that direction we shall be all right; but if through unconcern and care- 
lessness we fail to inquire the right way, we shall find when too late 
that the heaven-bound train is gone. In other words, if we fail to get 
saved and get in the family of God, we shall find out at the judgment 
that we have missed heaven. How great will be our disappointment! 
It will be far worse than missing a train here. The disappointment of 
missing a train will last only a short time, and can be remedied by taking 
the next one. But the disappointment of missing heaven has no balm. 
It will last forever. Be sure to get on the right train.— Ella H. Bobo. 


CONTENT WITH THE MORE HUMBLE POSITION 


I REMEMBER that while I was in the military service of our coun- 

try there was in my company a young man who was a model soldier. 
He was always prompt and obedient. There never was an inspection, 
a drill, or a formation but he was there at the first note of the bugle, 
dressed in the prescribed manner of the day. His officers never found 
any fault with him, and the men used to wonder why, when promotion 
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came, he was never promoted. What was the matter? Some men 
envied him, but others thought he should be promoted instead of some 
of those who were promoted. 3 

He finally became discouraged and went to his commanding officer 
to inquire into the reason for his non-promotion. He was told that he 
was better as a private than as a non-commissioned officer. He was 
made to see that as a private his influence over the others to obey and 
to emulate him in drills would accomplish more than if he were promoted. 
So, seeing that he was more useful in the more humble position, he was 
contented to keep it till those over him saw fit to give him a well-earned 
promotion. 

Though a soldier, he was also a Christian, and that was the secret. 
of his contentment. Through the exhibition of his Christian qualities 
he gained the good-will of the men and the respect of his officers, and it 
was not long after until promotion came. 

This is equally true with us; if we seek to do what we can in our 
present position in the Christian life, no matter how humble or how un- 
noticed by man our lives are, it will not be long until, instead of being 
the unknown, we shall be the known, not because of ourselves, but 
because of Christ in us. If we keep humble before Christ, putting him 
ever before us, seeking not honors or fame for ourselves, but for Christ 
who died for us, he will keep us in perfect peace. — 

It is not always necessary to talk in order to let people know that 
we are Christians, for ‘‘actions speak louder than words.’’ If we are 
true children of God, our lives will show it, and the influence so shed 
will manifest more to people than we could tell, perhaps, in many words. 

—Clifton H, Lewis. 


THE FOUR GATES 


Gi Pasta: IS A little fort that I am going to tell you about. You will 

all know what I mean when I tell you, but possibly you never gave 
it much thought before. The fort, we find, is made out of earth, and it 
has four entrances, which we shall call gates. There are many of these 
forts, and each is occupied.. The inhabitant is the soul of man. God 
loves these souls. It does not matter to him whether the fort is big or 
little, or whether it is red, black, white, or yellow; God loves each soul. 
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Some of these souls are very young, and some are old, but God has a 
eare for all. Because of his love for these souls, he has placed each one 
in a little fort all by itself. 

Now, there is a big giant named the devil, ‘who walketh about as 
a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour.’ This giant feeds upon 
these souls which I am telling you of. God has protected the soul in 
such a way that the giant can not get to it except through these little 
gates. I will now tell you what the little gates are called. They are 
called eye-gate, mouth-gate, ear-gate, and feel-gate. If the giant can 
get any one of these gates open a little and talk to the soul until he gets 
it deceived, then he will cause the soul to venture to open the gate a 
little wider. After he has gotten one gate open it is not so much trouble 
to get the others open, and soon the giant has the soul doing whatever 
he wants it to do. 

These little gates are kept closed by a delicate bar, yet it is strong 
enough to hold the gate closed against the giant as long as the soul lis- 
tens to God and says no to the giant when he is pushing against it. This 
bar is called conscience. It will always give the alarm when the devil 
is trying to force an entrance into the fort. Then if the soul will only 
obey the alarm, the giant can not get in. But if the soul does not listen 
to the alarm given by conscience, the giant will keep pushing at that 
gate until he causes the bar to bend so that it permits the gate to be 
opened. Then it is an easy matter for the giant to come in at the same 
gate whenever he wants to, and talk to the soul, and get it to do things 
God does not want it to do. Then he will try all the gates, and get in 
and soon make a prisoner of the soul. When he has once captured 
the soul, he makes it a slave, and causes it to do everything he wants it 
to do, no matter how bad the soul hates to do it. 

When God put the soul in its little fort in the first place, he gave 
it some commands to obey. Just as long as it obeyed these commands, 
it was God’s servant; but as soon as the soul disobeyed God and let 
the enemy, or the giant, in, it was no longer a servant to God, but a 
slave to the giant. 

Some of the things the giant will make the poor, enslaved soul do 
are these: get angry, hate, grow proud, tell falsehoods, disobey. The 
longer it is a slave, the more it will have to do. Soon it may smoke, 


18 : LITTLE SERMONS 


steal, swear, and do many other things it does not want to do, but it 
is a slave and must obey. 

That is not the worst part of it; there is a time coming when God 
is going to make the big giant a prisoner and cast him into a deep pit, 
where he and all his slaves will be burned with fire. This will happen 
because the soul disobeyed God and let the giant eriter one of the little 
gates. 

But all those souls that obey God and keep the gates closed against 
the giant will be taken to a place God has prepared for them. There 
they will be happy, for no giant will be there to bother them any more, 
and they will live in a beautiful city and have everything they want. 

If the little souls who are slaves to the wicked giant will only call 
upon God for help and then do what he tells them to do, he will make 
the giant get out of the little fort and will close the gates again. Then 
the Lord will tell the soul how to keep the gates closed against the 
giant, and what to do to keep from being a slave again. He gives every 
little soul the same rules. These rules are written in a book called 
the Bible. : 

Now, my dear young friends you see that we must watch these 
little patos, or the devil will enter and cause us much trouble. I will 
give you a little advice and warning about these gates. Whenever your 
conscience tells you not to do a thing, do not do it. Watch your eyes 
and keep them where you should, that is, upon the Lord. Watch your 
words and let them be few, as the Bible teaches. Watch your ears and 
receive all good advice and whatsoever God says; but close them to 
foolishness and those things that are not pure. Watch your feelings 
and do not let them be other than pure. Do not have bad feelings 
toward others, but love all men as Christ loved them and pret for them 
that they might be saved. 

Keep the four gates closed and thereby protect your soul from 
Satan. —Clyde Anthony. 


A LITTLE MARTYR 


ie) ENG A revival held in the tenement of a great city many peo- 
ple found their way to the altar every night and were saved. 
Among them was a little girl. She went home rejoicing because she 
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had at last found some one who loved and cared for her. Never before 

had she heard the beautiful story of Jesus, how he called the children 

to him, blessed them, and said, ‘‘O such is the kingdom of heaven.’’ 
- It made her so happy to think that he meant even her, 
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When she reached home, her father, who had found out where she 
had been, told her that if she went there again he would whip her. He 
was a wicked man, a victim of that awful habit—drink. Many times 
he had been very cruel to his family. | 

Now, this little girl wanted to do right. She was never spoken to 
kindly at home, and every time she did not do up all the work, her 
mother or father would beat her. In fact, the only kindness she had 
ever experienced was that shown her the night when she was at the 
mission, when a kind-hearted lady put her arm around her and told ~ 
her about Jesus. Every time the child would think of it, such a long- 
ing to go back once more would come up. But she knew the penalty. 
She knew that if she went she would receive a beating from her father. 

The meetings went on a few nights longer, and she could hear the 
singing. One evening she stood at the door and listened. That day 
had been one of hardships, and every one that had come near her had — 
scolded her. Her father had come home drunk that evening, and there 
was nothing to eat in the house. She was hungry not only for food 
but for some one to talk kindly to her and love her as the lady at the 
mission had done a few nights before. She hardly realized what she 
was doing until she was on her road to the mission. Soon she once 
more found herself sitting by the kind lady. 

, This time the lady told the girl of Jesus’ life of self-denial and 
of his death on Mount Calvary to save sinful men and women. This 
night as she went home, she knew not only that Jesus loved her but 
that she loved and wanted to obey him. 

When she reached home; her father had just been aroused, and 
upon seeing her he found out where she had been. Being so evil that 
he hated anything good, he began punishing her severely for going 
over to the mission and learning about Jesus. He beat her so hard 
that he cut great gashes in her flesh, and the blood came dripping down 
her little bare ankles. She went to bed suffering greatly from the 
wounds she had received; yet there was a happy place in her heart 
that the great God of heaven could see her, and she was glad she had 
learned about Jesus. 

In the dark hours of the night the death-angel came to this home. 
The mother and father were awakened to come to the bedside of their 
little daughter, who was dying. Near the last she opened her eyes 
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and said, ‘‘ Mama, I want you to give me a piece of my dress that has 
the blood on it, because I want to show it to Jesus and tell him that 
I shed. that blood for him.’’ 

Dear children, do you appreciate the privilege of being permitted 
to go to Sunday-school and children’s meeting to learn about Jesus? 
Are you as thankful as you should be for a kind mother and father? 

How the story of this little martyr should spur us to do all we 
can to spread the gospel! But you may say, ‘‘How can children spread 
the gospel?’’ Have you ever thought of your influence? If you live 
a Christian life, always telling the truth, returning good for evil, and 
always being kind to others, you encourage others to do right and in 
that way, perhaps unconsciously, you are helping to spread the gospel. 

—Josephine Russel. 


THE VALUE OF OUR LIGHT 


OME YEARS AGO, in the State of Kansas, a blinding snow-storm 

was raging. The stinging winds were silently but furiously piling 

high the snow drifts, making the wide prairie a stretch of valleys and 
hills. 

As the twilight grew into darkness, the blizzard steadily increased 
its forces until it was impossible for a wayfarer to keep a certain 
course. In the midst of this cold, bleak scene was a lonely little one- 
roomed house which had been dug out of the ground, and so was called 
a dugout. It was much like our outdoor cellars, the roof being about 
three feet from the surface of the earth. The small window at the 
back of the room was its only source of light. On this night a bright 
fire was glowing in the little stove, which sufficiently heated the small 
room, and in comparison with its cheerless surroundings, this little 
dugout bore an aspect of coziness and comfort. 

A young man, George by name, was the sole occupant of this 
house. That very morning he had come from a town eight miles dis- 
tant to ‘‘prove up’’ the claim on which it was located. Fortunately, 
he had furnished himself with provisions enough to keep him supplied 
for several days. 

As this storm had been predicted, George busied himself during 
the early part of the day by carrying water, and by laying in fuel and 
such other provisions as he would need while shut in for perhaps two 
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or three days. This done, he next stopped up the cracks and crevices 
which admitted the snow. This was not an easy task, for the fine, 
whirling flakes would insist upon entering through some opening. 

Early in the afternoon a few snowflakes told of the approaching 
storm, and ere long the blizzard had begun in earnest. By this time 
George had succeeded in making himself very comfortable, and with 
a feeling of security he thankfully settled himself in his place of shelter. 

Late in the evening George made ready to go to bed. Hie went to 
the window, where the candle was shedding its light out across the 
snow, and was in the act of putting it out when a low, distressed ery 
met his ears. With anxious interest he paused and peered out into 
the night, endeavoring to determine the source of the sound; but in 
vain. What could it be! Perhaps it was the call of a young wolf 
whose home was on the prairie and whose howl he had often heard 
during the day. But no; as he intently listened, the stillness was again 
broken by the same ery, which George now recognized to be the voice 
of a human being. Guided by George’s little light, the wanderer had 
at last found his way to his only hope of shelter. Realizing the danger 
and suffering of one who was out. on such a night, George immediately 
answered the stranger and weleomed him into the humble but much 
appreciated abode. 

The poor man was very numb and fatigued from the blinding, 
whirling snow. After putting his horse in a small shed:standing near, 
George at once set to work making the stranger warm and comfortable, 
while the latter told his interesting story. He said that he, with his 
faithful horse, had endeavored to follow an old trail, but that as the 
storm became more blinding he had lost his way. He also told how his 
hopes for safety had been blighted just a while before. He had seen a 
hght ahead of him, and with joy was working his way toward it as 
quickly as possible when, to his dismay, just as he came within calling 
distance, it suddenly went out, leaving him in a most fearful plight. 
However, he stumbled on and through the merey of Providence finally 
noticed the light in George’s window, which had been the means of 
saving him from a terrible death. 

My dear young friends, we can learn a valuable lesson from this 
incident. We who are in the fold of the Good Shepherd, safely shel- 
tered from the cold, sinful world, are hghts to those who are still 
wandering outside. Our light may be small, yea, even as small as a 
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candle; but if we diligently keep our lamp trimmed and. brightly 
burning, God will permit us to be the means of leading some lost one 
into the fold of Christ. 

Under discouragement and temptation we are liable to neglect the 
precious hght which has been committed to us. The enemy suggests 
to us that it matters very little, for we are so unnoticed that we will not 
be missed. But think of that small light out on the wide, dismal 
prairie seen only by the one lost man, and of the keen disappointment 
and bitter despair he experienced when it faded from his view. Our 
hght may influence only one soul, but is not that one worth more to 
Christ than this whole world? and should it not be worth more than 
the world to us? 

Perhaps those whom we least suspect, schoolmates, brothers, or 
sisters, are watching our lives with all confidence. Our faithfulness in 
keeping our lights shining brightly will prove to be of untold value not 
only to ourselves but also to those who are depending upon us. 

Remember, the world is greatly in need of people, especially 
young people, who are lights to bring souls to Christ. Can God depend 
upon you? —Mary Overhaser. 


STEPPING IN FRONT OF A TRAIN 


Gyr DAY not very long ago, while standing on the platform of 
a railway station waiting for my train, I was an eye-witness to 
what came very near being a serious accident. One train was stand- 
ing on the siding, and another was just pulling in. A man who was 
talking with some of the train-men on the train on the siding started 
across the track to the depot. He did not look to see what was about 
him, but just turned and started. The incoming train was within a 
few feet of him. Several called to him, and he looked up and jumped 
off the track as the engine rushed by him. If he had stopped or 
halted for just the shortest period, he would have lost his life. He had 
a very close call, and J am sure it will make him more careful hereafter. 

Since I witnessed that narrow escape, it has come to my mind 
very forcibly that there are many precious souls who are in even 
greater danger than that man was—in danger, not of being run over 
by a train, but of being overtaken in their sins by death and the judg- 
ment. Dear ones, do not be like this man was. Look around you. 
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Look up and see what is before you. You do not know how close death 
may be, or how near you are to danger. You are liable to step off this 
earth at any time. Are you ready? Live so that you can always be 
ready, and then when death comes you will have no fear. 

Haven’t you been warned by those who see your danger? Stop! 
before you take another step, and see where it will lead to. Stop and 
think what the consequences will be if you continue in sin. If this 
man had not heeded the warnings of those around him, he would have 
been lost. Dear lost ones, if you do not heed the warnings of God’s 
Word and of his people, you will be lost. It will mean the losing of 
your soul. 

liven we who are saved should watch where we go. 

—Clyde Anthony. 


PURENESS 


A YOUNG GIRL dressed one morning in a pure, clean, white linen. 

It was as dainty and white as the snow; but in the evening that 
same dress was drabbled and streaked with dirt and smoke and grime. 
One could hardly believe that one day’s wear could make such a change. 
Yet the girl had met with no accident. She had walked a way through 
the dew and then through the dust; she had handled something dirty, 
then put her hands upon her dress; she had sat on the grass; she had 
brushed against a smutty rod somewhere. Only little things, but the 
dress was ruined. 

So the little child starts out with a mind and conscience as pure 
as that dress. It is the pureness and innocency in children that made 
Jesus say that the kingdom of heaven is like them. The worst of men 
were once little innocent children. How did the change come? Just 
little by little. First a little disobedience, a little deceiving of mother, 
a little lie; then listening to the impure talk of other children, taking 
some little thing that did not belong to him; and soon the innocency 
and purity of childhood was gone. 

One boy was such a pure child until he did a certain disobedient 
thing and then told his mother a he; from that time on we noticed a 
difference in his look and way. A little girl loved her mother, but 
after a certain talk with other children she was ashamed to be with her 
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mother lest her mother ask her some questions. It is when boys and 
girls first begin to do these things that make them feel so ashamed, 
that they begin to be sinners in God’s sight. Can you afford to let 
your mind and conscience be defiled? ‘‘Blessed are the pure in heart; 
for they shall see God.’’ —Mabel Hale. 


JUST AS GOD LEADS 


Just as God leads me I would go; 
I would not ask to choose my way, 
Content with what he will bestow, 
_Assured he will not let me stray. 
So, as he leads, my path I make, 
And step by step I gladly take— 
A child, in him confiding. 


Just as God leads I am content; 
I rest me calmly in his hands; 
That which he has decreed and sent— 
That which his will for me commands— 
I would that he should all fulfil, 
That I should do his gracious will 
In living or in dying. 


Just as God leads me, I abide 
In faith, in hope, in suffering true; 
His strength is ever by my side— 
Can aught my hold on him undo? 
I hold me firm in patience, knowing 
That God my life is still bestowing— 
The best of kindness sending. 


Just as God leads I onward go, 
Out amid thorns and briers keen; 
God does not yet his guidance show— 
But in the end it shall be seen 
How, by a loving Father’s will, 
- Faithful and true, he leads me still. 
And so my heart is resting. 


—From the German. 
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; THE COCOON 

NE BRIGHT afternoon, Herbert and his little sister went out to 

gather some of the delicate spring posies that had just put forth. - 
For many months there had not been a flower in all the woods, and 
from the dead appearance of everything, one might have thought per- 
haps there would never be any more flowers. But at last the time had 
come when, according to the laws of nature, the flowers had sprung 
up where all looked dead a few weeks before. 


How the children enjoyed plucking and arranging the violets, 
anemones, and hepaticas! Their httle hearts beat with delight as they 
anticipated their mother’s pleasure on receiving a bouquet of wild 
flowers. To be sure, crocus and daffodils were blooming in the flower 
garden, but they were not nearly so much prized by the children as 
the dainty-faced flowers of the woods. 


Annie, musing as she looked into their sweet faces, was busily 
engaged in gathering some fine violets. Suddenly she heard Herbert 
exclaim, ‘‘O Sister, see what I have found!’’ as he held up a stick 
which had a peculiar, ball-like something fastened to it. 

‘‘What can it be?’’ cried Annie. 

‘*Come,’’ said Herbert, ‘‘we shall ask Mother.”’ 

Soon the two children were standing by their mother’s side asking 
her to explain the mysterious ball, which was not really a ball, for 
it was not exactly round. 

‘“My dears,’’ said Mother, ‘‘this is a cocoon. It has a pupa inside. 
It will take some time to give you its history, but if you wish to hear 
it, sit here. 7 

‘‘Perhaps you remember those large, pretty-colored moths that 
we saw last summer.”’ 

‘Are moths like butterflies?’’ asked Herbert. 


‘‘Yes, very much, yet there is quite a difference. Moths fly mostly 
at night, while butterflies fly in the daytime. When butterflies are 
resting they hold their wings upright, but moths spread their wings 
horizontally. The antenne, or ‘‘feelers,’’? which project from the front 
of the head of the butterfly are smooth, usually having little knobs on 
the ends; but the antenne of a moth are more like feathers. Butterflies 
suck nectar from flowers; but moths never eat anything, therefore they 
do not live long. 
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‘‘Last summer while the days were long and the sun shone warm 
and bright; while the trees were clothed in their green robes, and 
everything seemed full of life, a moth deposited a large number of eggs 
on a leaf. By and by the eggs hatched into caterpillars. They were 
very small at first, but they immediately began eating on the leaf, and — 
eating made them grow. They grew and grew until their coats became 
too small. What do you suppose they did then? Do you think they 
stopped eating? No; they continued eating and growing until their 
coats split along the back, and then they crawled out with a new, soft, 
green coat on. They ate and ate, and grew and grew, until the same 
thing happened again. Their coats became too small and they cast 
them off as before. This happened several times, until the caterpillars 
were two or three inches long. 

‘‘Not all that family of caterpillars reached this age, perhaps only 
a very few. Many of them were eaten by birds and toads. But one 
escaped all such enemies and lived until full-grown, or mature. Then 
he selected this stick and began to spin this little house for himself. 
He worked faithfully and at last had it finished and the door closed 
so securely that we can not tell now where it is. What was once the 
caterpillar is inside, but we call it a pupa now, for it is very different. 
If you could see it you would think the caterpillar spun this cocoon to 
conceal his dead form. 

‘‘You have listened attentively, and I shall finish the story another 
day. Meanwhile let us place the cocoon in the library, and we shall 
see what will come of it.’’ 


Life Again 


‘‘Mother, see what I found in the library just now!’’ exclaimed 
Annie as she approached her mother, carrying a large, gauzy-winged 
moth on her finger. ‘‘Where did it come from? and how did it get in 
there?’’ 

‘¢Call Herbert and come with me, and I’ll finish the story I began 
to tell you some days ago,’’ said the mother, as she went to the library 
and took down the cocoon from the corner in which it had been hanging. 

‘¢Now, children, I told you that a caterpillar spun this cocoon last 
fall, shutting itself up inside. Then it went to sleep, or apparently 
died. It has lain in this little casket, as we might call it, all these 
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months—sometimes covered with the snow, sometimes rocked by the 
cold winds and beating rains. 

‘‘Tt was not dead, however. All this time that it was apparently 
lifeless, there was a change taking place in its body. , 

‘<In order that you may get an idea of how it looked last fall we 
shall study this picture briefly. This is the picture of a caterpillar 
that belongs to the Sphinx family, which usually burrow into the ground > 
and spin their cocoons, but it is very much like the one that spun this 
cocoon. First we notice that the body is 
divided into many sections. Beneath 
those, Just behind the head, we see six 
legs (three on each side) which look 
somewhat like claws. These are called 
the true legs. Besides these we see ten 
short, thick legs (five on each side), which 
are called prolegs. It has sixteen legs 
in all. 

‘“Now, as we behold this beautiful 
moth we can not see much resemblance between it and an ugly cater- 
pillar.’ Nevertheless, it was just such a creature last fall. Look at 
this old cocoon, and you will see in one end an opening, out of which 
it crawled a few hours ago. . When it first came out, its moist wings 
were folded close to its body. It has only six legs, and they are joined 
to the thorax, the part of the body closest the head. These legs cor- 
respond to the true legs of the caterpillar. The wings and antenne 
have developed. It has no mouth now; while it was a caterpillar it 
ate almost continually, but now it will eat no more. It can not live 
very many days. 

‘‘Look at the beautifully colored wings. J am sure that you will 
agree that the moth is much more beautiful now than it was in the 
caterpillar stage of development. 

‘‘God, who made the laws of nature that brought about the change 
in the life of a caterpillar, changing it to a beautiful moth, has made 
also a law by which to change our bodies into a more beautiful and 
glorified state. Although we may fall asleep and our bodies may lie 
in the grave for years, he has promised to bring us out some day with 
immortal bodies—bodies that will never die. 

‘‘ All dead people will be raised from their graves never to die 
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again; but if we wish to be raised with glorified bodies, bodies just 
like Jesus’ own glorious body, we must make some preparation in 
this life. You will remember that the caterpillar prepared the cocoon 
while the days were still warm and bright and before it went to sleep. 

‘‘While we live in this world, we must build a character that will 
be pleasing to God. We can not do this ourselves, but if we yield our- 
selves to God, he will help us. Don’t think you are too young to begin 
this character-building. Eivery act of your life is making an impres- 
sion upon your character, which is really yourself. Wrong acts weaken 
your character. I’m sure you desire to build a strong and noble char- 
acter so that you will be like Jesus in eternity; so ask Jesus to help you 
to do only those things that are right.’’ —N. Grace Graham. 


JANE AND MAE 


I HAVE IN mind two girls about whom I wish to tell you. We shall 

eall them Jane and Mae. Both these girls lived in the country, and 
their homes were about a mile apart. Jane was a successful school- 
teacher, and Mae was just entering that vocation. 

One day Jane went to visit with Mae, when they decided to go to 
a pawpaw-patch on a hillside not far from Mae’s home, where they 
hoped to find some ripe pawpaws. Off they went, and soon were greatly 
enjoying themselves. 

Now, while they were alone, they became very confidential, and 
Jane began to tell of some of her trials and past difficulties. She talked 
on freely for a time, but presently she noticed that Mae was very quiet, 
and seemed to have nothing to say. She stopped talking and wondered 
if she had said something that had offended her friend. 

After a little silence, Mae, as if suddenly awakened from deep 
thought, said slowly: ‘‘ Well, I am so surprized! My father has often 
told me that I was not the only one who had a hard time in life. Now, 
I had never thought of your having such troubles. I had thought you 
had everything so nice, and it seemed so easy for you to succeed in 
all your undertakings.”’ 

Thus, we see that it is easy to misjudge from outward appearances. 
We do not know the BUIRE es that others go through in order to gain 
success. 


30 LITTLE SERMONS 


Do not let the enemy of your soul make you believe that you are 
having a‘harder time than any one else. Many a one before you has 
met and triumphed over the same difficulties, and probably had greater 
hindrances to overcome than you are encountering. 

Be not discouraged. There is a way out of every difficulty. Look 
up, and press forward. Trust in God, and he will permit only what is 
best for you. ‘‘We know that all things work together for good to 
them that love God, to them who are the called according to his pur- 
pose’’ (Rom. 8: 28). —Pwa Winters. 


TOMORROW 


I know not if tomorrow 

Will bring me care and sorrow; 

I would not look before to know 
The path in which my feet may go. 
I shall be safe, if hid with Him,’ 
«Whether the day be bright or dim. 


I would no trouble borrow 

Of the day we call tomorrow; 

But just go on and patient wait 
The opening of the future’s gate, 
Whether the sky be bright or dim, 
Trusting all my days to Him. 


What matters if the morrow 

Shall bring me joy or sorrow— 

I hide my head, and trusting, rest, 
For all my days I know are blest; - 
And whatsoe’er the morrow bring, 

I wait its coming ‘neath His wing. 


Why should I trouble borrow 

To cloud an unborn morrow? 

My days are His, His hand can guide, 
And whatsoever may betide, 

Beneath the Eye unsleeping 

He holds me in His keeping. 


—Mary M. Gunnison. 
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PURITY AND EVIL 


VIL MEANS wicked, sinful, corrupt, wrong, vicious. This pre- 
sents to your mind a very ugly picture. You have perhaps seen 
in some home what this evil nature does for people. You noticed the 
angry scowl on the parents’ faces and saw how unkindly the children 
treated each other. I am sure my little readers would not want to live 
in such an evil home. If some of you have been born into a home where 
evil reigns, we are glad to tell you that Jesus can enter your home, save 
your parents, yourself, your brothers and sisters, and make your home 
a place where purity dwells—a little heaven on earth. 

Some of you may not know just what purity means. To be pure 
means to be true, clean, spotless, incorrupt, holy. God wants us to 
have pure hearts, pure lives, and pure homes. 

Did you know that only the pure in heart shall see God? Jesus 
says, ‘‘Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God.’’ The 
apostle Paul says, ‘‘Without holiness no man shall see the Lord.’’ 
God will not live in hearts or homes where evil reigns. God loves 
purity. Heaven is a pure and holy place, and God will dwell only 
where purity reigns. 

To live a pure life without first having the heart made pure is 
impossible. It is not God’s way. Jesus says, ‘‘Cleanse first that which 
is within the cup and platter, that the outside of them may be clean also.’’ 

Purity begins in the heart. If the water in a little brook was muddy, 
you would go up the stream to find the cause of it. Perhaps a little way 
off you would find a hog wallowing in the stream. You would know at 
once that this was the reason for the muddy water. What would you 
do to cleanse the water? Would you begin a hundred feet below where 
the hog was wallowing? No, you would at once frighten the hog away, 
and it would only be a matter of a short time till the water would 
be clear. That is the way with our lives. While evil is in the heart, the 
life can not be pure, any more than the water can be pure when the hog 
is wallowing in it. 

Now you may ask the question like the Psalmist of old, ‘*‘ Where- 
withal shall a young man cleanse his way? by taking heed thereto ac- 
cording to thy word.’’ If we take heed to the Word, we will put off our 
sins and get saved from them by the blood of Jesus Christ. The blood 
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is a double cure; it takes away the wrong things we have done and 
cleanses the evil nature from our hearts. 

How shall we know who has a pure heart and who has an evil heart? 
Jesus tells us, ‘‘By their fruits [or life] ye shall know them.’’ When 
you see a tree laden with peaches, you know it is not an apple-, pear-, 
or plum-tree. By its fruit you know at once that it is a peach-tree. If 
you see a life filled with good fruit, you know that purity dwells in that 
heart; or, on the contrary, when you behold a life filled with evil fruit, 
you conclude at once that evil reigns in that heart. 

Did you ever notice a tree, perhaps fifty years old, whose trunk 
was crooked? Would you not think it foolish for men to try to straighten - 
it by pulling it with ropes and tying it to stakes? When do you think 
would have been the best time to begin to straighten the tree? I am sure 
you are wise enough to say that the best plan would have been to 
straighten it when it was young. 

How precious it is to see boys and girls whose lives are pure and 
clean from sin! There are comparatively few such children in the world 
today. There are many who have never been taught the ways of the 
Lord. How thankful we ought to be that we have the light and under- 
standing of God’s ways, know that we can be saved and live pure lives! 
We should do everything in our power to let our light so shine that 
others seeing our good works may glorify our Father which is in heaven. 
‘‘Kiven a child is known by his doings, whether his work be pure, and 
whether it be right’’ (Prov. 20:11). 

—Nora Hunter. 


ARROWS AROUND THE HEAD 


Wee WOULD not really enjoy standing up against a tree and having 
arrows shot at your head, would you? And yet, that is what some 
savages do with their boys. Very early the little fellows are taken out 
into the forest, their backs placed squarely against the trunks of big 
trees, ‘and then the fathers stand off and send their needle-pointed 
arrows whizzing through the air straight toward the trembling lads. 
Close by the side of the heads of the boys the shafts bury themselves 
with a click in the bark of the tree. 
I wonder if you would not shut your eyes tight when you saw one 
of these arrows flying toward you. Would you not flinch a bit at first, 
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and wonder if your father might not make a mistake and hit you? Then 
you would say: ‘‘He is my father! I can trust him! Surely he will 
not harm me, for I am his boy! He loves me and takes this way of 
making me brave in the face of danger! I will trust him!’’ 

Where do men learn courage? If we wish to know the mettle 
which is in us, we need to go out where danger is and meet it eye to eye. 

Sometimes it seems as if the temptations that come to us are more 
than we can bear. We should like to be spared some of them. What 
are they but arrows shot at our heads by a kind, loving, and tender 
Father? And we need not fear that he will miss and hit us. 

He knows what we need to make us strong. We wonder why things 
are sent to try us sometimes. Stop and think that he knows all about 
it. He knows that the day will come when harder trials than any we 
have ever known will surely come to us; and he wants to help us to 
meet these things like men. He does not want us to fall when the battle 
is hot and the bullets are cutting the air in every direction. 

Only by bravely facing every test that comes to us now will we 


become strong enough to stand unflinchingly when the fiercer shock of 


- battle comes by and by. ~ —The Friend for Boys and Girls. — 
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BUILDING FOR ETERNITY 


OYS AND GIRLS, have you ever built a house? I suppose you 
will ask at once, ‘‘ What kind of house?’’ Most of you have built 
houses with building-blocks, but I am speaking of another kind of house. 
livery boy and girl in the world is building a house and putting some- 
thing in it every day. The house that I speak of is the character you 

are forming by your thoughts, words, and actions. 
If you owned a farm and wanted to build a house on it, I am sure 


you would want a nice house. You would not want to make one of mud 


or straw. Each of you has the privilege of building just the kind of 
house he prefers. You can, by living a righteous life, build a beautiful 
house that will shine like eryatals in the sun. If you choose to live a 
wicked life, you will build a house that will be like a dungeon, dark and 
cold. 

When a carpenter builds a good house, he does not build it on the 
sand by the seashore, but he seeks a solid place on which to build it. 
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Jesus tells us in Luke 6: 48, 49, of two men who built houses. The one 
digged deep in the earth and laid the foundation on a rock; the other 
built his house upon the earth without a foundation. The man who 
built on the rock represents those who hear God’s Word and obey 
it; the man who built on the earth represents those who are basing 
their hope of salvation on their good works, but have never been saved 
from their sins. The house which was built upon the rock could not be 
shaken when the floods arose and the streams beat vehemently against 
it; but the house that was built on the earth fell when the storm beat 
against it, because it had no foundation; and the ruin of that house was 
great. | 

Since we are all building houses, how much better to build the 
kind that are beautiful and attractive, and to place them upon solid 
foundations! | 

God wants us to live a good life and do many good works, but he 
does not want our hopes of heaven based on our good works. We must 
all know for ourselves that we are really saved from our sins. Then 
we can build a Christian character that will stand through time and 
eternity. : | 


o~— 





YOUTHFUL SOLDIERS AND THEIR BATTLES 


LMOST ALL the world has been in war, fighting with powder and 
shell; but there is another war now going on which is much older, 
and which is being fought at a much greater cost. Those who engaged 
in the European War were counted by the millions, but in this other war 
every man, woman, and child in all the world is engaged. It is the war 
of God and right against Satan and wrong. When I think of this great 
eonflict between right and wrong, I like to think of us all as soldiers. 
Every person is on one side or the other, for there are no neutrals in 
_this war. 
I would not make light of the battles that children have to fight and 
the trials that beset their way, for I believe their battles are just as hard, 
~ according to their strength, as are the trials of older people. And their 
struggles are more important in one respect, for they are just forming 
character, when a battle lost or gained means much toward the weak- 
ening or strengthening of their character. 
A little stone put into the course of the rivulet as it flows from the 
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spring may change its course and decide the course of the river later 
on, but a much greater stone thrown into the river farther on would not 
affect it any more than the splash as it went in. So a battle lost or won 
when the boy or girl is young may change the course of their whole life 
for good or evil. 

The battles we have to fight, whether young or old, are much the 
same. First are our battles with self. Most of us find our hardest strug- 
gles right there. '‘T’o keep himself pure and unspotted from the world, 
to bring into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ, to con- 
quer every rising passion and evil disposition, to be master of himself 
is the greatest battle any man has ever fought. To be perfect. master 
in this battle, the soldier must begin to fight young; for if years are 
allowed to go by before one becomes master of himself, the enemy will 
have gained ground that is well-nigh impossible to reclaim. Anger, 
impatience, sluggishness, envy, pride, jealousy—all these and many 
more real enemies come to face the young soldier and to vanquish him, 
but he can have the victory if he fights in the name of Christ. 

The second kind of temptations come in the form of allurements 
from without, as evil companions, worldly pleasures and ambitions. 
These battles are not so hard to overcome if those of the first kind have 
been properly fought. Evil companions will have little effect on the 
boy who is master of himself. But these temptations are just as real 
as the other, and must be met right, whether the soldier is young or old. 
‘‘Hivil communications corrupt good manners’’ is true always. 

Next are the battles and trials that come through bereavement, sick- 
ness, poverty, and such like. But be the temptation what it may, there 
is grace in God to overcome. No man has ever gained heaven or the 
present approval of God and his own conscience without a hard-fought 
battle against the powers of evil and a thorough victory over all in the 
name of our Lord. —Mabel Hale. 


SALVATION 


ALVATION MEANS deliverance. If a little boy should fall into 

a river and just as he was sinking for the last time a kind friend 

should rescue him from a watery grave, we would say that the friend 
was a deliverer, or savior, and that the child was delivered, or saved. 
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Through the sin of Adam the whole human family were made sinners. 
But ‘‘God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.’’ 
The angel told Joseph, when speaking of the birth of our Savior, that 
he should eall this child Jesus, for he would save his people from their 
sins. 

The little boy in the water would have no hope of life except that 
some kind friend might come to save him. Neither had the people of 
this world any real deliverance from sin until Jesus came. The apostle 
Paul tells us that our Savior, Jesus Christ, ‘‘gave himself for us, that 
he might redeem us from all iniquity.’’ Salvation is here spoken of as 
redemption. 

If I pawn an article, I take it to a pawnbroker, and he gives me a 
sum of money in exchange for it. If after a while I want the article 
again, I go to the pawnbroker and give back the money and thus redeem, 
or repurchase it. We have all been ‘‘sold under sin,’’ but Jesus paid 
the redemption price. If we accept him, we are redeemed, or brought 
- back to a state of innocency. 

Salvation is not for a chosen few; it is for all. The rich, the poor, 
the high, and the low, all can be saved if they will. 

‘‘Come unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy-laden, and I will 
give you rest’’ (Matt. 11: 28). —Nora Hunter. 


OVERCOMING WEAKNESSES 


¢ ‘y™ THAT overcometh will I make a pillar in the temple of 

-* my God, and he shall go no more out’’ (Rev. 3:12). A pillar 
is the part of a building that upholds and supports the rest. People 
compose the temple of God now, and upon every one who will be strong 
God lays responsibility. Others who are weaker and more nearly help- 
less can lean upon them and look to them for example and guidance. 
And it is upon those who overcome that God puts the responsibility. 
But what do they overcome? Anything and everything that hinders 
them from being useful. 

Most people have more.to overcome in themselves than outside hen 
selves. They have weaknesses and faults that hinder them and that 
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require great effort and perseverance to overcome. But each of these 
weaknesses can be overcome till the very weak places are made strong. 


Out in the yard of a little prairie home there once grew a sturdy 
rose-vine. It had no support of any kind, and the strong winds so com- 
mon in that State had often beat its slender branches mercilessly. Not 
a wind-storm came but some branch was broken or bruised and left 
weak and helpless. But did the brave rose-vine give up and think there 
was no use in trying because of its many misfortunes and failures? Not 
so; after every break it set about to heal the wound and strengthen the 
weak place. 

One bright spring day I went to look at the vine, and I could count 
every wound, not by its weakness, but by its strength. I found that to 
every bruise and break the mother vine had sent an extra amount of 
sap and nourishment, till instead of a weak place it was made very 
strong. Nature made the vine wise enough to give special care and 
attention to its weak places till they were made strong like the rest. 

I thought of some of the strong winds of adversity and discourage- 
ment that sweep over those who ‘‘are planted in the house of the Lord,”’ 
and of how they too can be, like the sturdy rose-vine, overcomers through 
it all. What if the temptation did come so strong that it left them 
broken and bruised, there is yet hope; for, like the broken rose-vine, 
they may overcome and yet be strong. I am sure that the God who 
loved the humble rose-vine so that he gave it power and wisdom in 
its nature to more carefully nourish its weak and broken branches, 
would not fail to provide power and wisdom for his people to become 
victorious over every weakness and failure. 

Do not give up because you have been overcome in some tempta- 
tion, nor because you have some weakness or fault that is a hindrance - 
to your usefulness. Be like the rose-vine—take special pains and 
care to overcome in these weak places. If you find it hard to be patient 
or kind or willing or studious, take a lesson from the rose-vine and 
work hardest on these weak places. If you are not careful, you will 
slight the very place where you need the most help. 

I would rather be like the sturdy rose-vine, nodding and bowing 
with every breeze, but strong enough to withstand the hardest blast, 
than to be such a tender plant that the weight of a finger would break 
me. 7 —Mabel Hale. 
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GUIDE ME 


Savior, guide thy little child 
When the storm is raging wild; 
When the surging billows roll, 
Wilt thou then protect my soul? 


Thee I need in ev’ry hour 

To protect from Satan’s pow'r; 
Many evi's fiercé and strong 
Often tempt me to do wrong. 


To thy arms of love I flee 
Knowing thou wilt shelter me. 
Guide me in the ways of truth, 
Help me serve thee in my youth. 


Without thee I can not stand; 
Savior, hold me by thy hand. 
Lead me safely all the way, 

Let me never from thee stray. 


Then when all my work is done, 
When my race on earth is run, 
When the storms of life are past, 
Let me dwell with thee at last. 


A LESSON FROM THREE APPLES 


I WISH TO show you three apples. Here is one round and rosy and | 

perfect. Though we examine it closely, yet we find not one blemish 
on it. It professes to be a good apple, and when we cut it open we find 
it is good to the very core, neither worm-eaten nor rotton. It is what 
it professes to be—a good apple. 

Here is another apple, but how different! It is speckled and rot- 
ten. It does not profess to be good, but is openly, outwardly bad. We 
do not need a knife to test its heart, for we know that such an apple as 
this is bad to the very core. 

Here is a third apple. It looks about as good as the first apple, 
though a careful examination would perhaps reveal some specks and 
a worm-hole. But when we cut it open, we find it rotten and wormy. 
Outwardly it professed to be a good apple, but it really was not. 
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The first apple represents the sincere, upright people who profess 
to be God’s people and truly are. The more you watch such people, 
the more thoroughly you are convinced that they are what they profess. 

The second apple is like the people who are open with their wick- 
edness. They are evil and do not profess to be otherwise. But if you 
could see their hearts, you would not always find them to be as bad 
as they appear outwardly. Such people are dangerous, just as a rotten 
apple in a barrel is dangerous for all the good apples around it; yet 
they are not to be so feared as one whose wickedness is more secret. 
They can be easily avoided, for we know just what they are. We dare 
not take such a person as an example to follow, lest we get into serious 
trouble. 

The third apple represents the hypocrite. It looks like.a good 
apple, when it really is both worm-eaten and rotten. Hypocrites are 
people who profess to be Christians, and at the same time do things 
they know to be wrong. They will profess to be your friend, and 
secretly do you harm. They do evil, and yet they try to keep people 
thinking they are good. They will deny and cover their faults and seem 
pleased when people think them better than they are. They are wolves 
in sheep’s clothing. One writer calls them ‘‘spots’’ among the people 
of God. Such are the most dangerous class of people, and they show 
a nature to be despised. -They are hypocrites. —Mabel Hale. 


GETTING EVEN 


O YOU EVER stop to think how the person feels that you are 

‘‘oetting even’’ with? If you could put yourself inside his jacket 

and wear his shoes and have ue feelings, you might know better how 
to really get even. 

When President Lincoln was urged to retaliate for the massacre 
of negro soldiers at Fort Pillow, he said he could not take men out and 
kill them for what had been done to some one. else, and added, ‘‘Once 
begun I do not know where such a matter would stop.’’ It is said of 
him that when the war was ended, he held.absolutely no revenge. His 
- thoughts were concerning how best he might heal the scars of war. 

Some one proposed starving the Confederate soldiers because 
Union soldiers were starved in the southern prisons. He said, ‘‘ What- 


49 | LITTLE SERMONS 


ever others may say or do, I never can nor never will.’’ He was noted 
for granting pardons to offenders. His heart was so great and tender 
and full of love. | 

All this was very pleasant for the people who received the par- 
dons, but how about himself? What did it do for him? It made him 
very strong, brave, tender, and beloved by many people. 

Jesus never tried to ‘‘get even’’ with people. When the multitude 
eame one time with swords and staves to take him and kill him, he did 
not resist them. His kindness and his faith in God condemned them. 
When they had hung him on the cross, had nailed him with cruel tor- 
ture, and had ridiculed him, he answered them never a word. But he 
looked up to God and said, ‘‘Father, forgive them; for they know not 
what they do.’’ : 

Jesus also said, ‘‘Whatsoever ye would that men should do to 
you, do ye even so to them.’’ —Mabel C. Porter. 


THE VALUE OF DECISION 


-T HAS OFTEN been said that a ‘‘decision is half the battle,’’? and 

this is often true. If a man is decided that in spite of all difficulties 
he will accomplish what he has begun in life, and if he carries out that 
decision, he is sure to win. 

So itis in the Christian life. When God saves us from sin, he 
desires us to have a settled decision in our hearts to live for him in 
spite of every opposing element. If we are decided to live for God, - 
regardless of the cost, he will be very near and will help us in every 
trying circumstance of life. 

God is looking for young people who have decision—those who © 
will stand true to him to the end. 

Let us take Daniel for example. He was a young man of decision. 
When the king chose him and three other young men to learn the 
language of the Chaldeans, he also appointed for them a daily provision 
of his meat and wine. At the end of three years they were to stand 
before the king. But Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not 
defile himself with the king’s meat nor with the wine. He was decided 
that he would be true to his God. 

Later when the decree was made against Daniel in reference to 
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his praying to God, he continued to pray just as he had done before. 
Although he knew he would be cast into the den of lions, yet he did 
not change or weaken his decision. He knew that his God was able to 
deliver him from the lions. His firmness and trust were rewarded by 
the angel’s coming to shut the hons’ mouths. In consequence of Dan- 
iel’s wonderful deliverance, the king made a decree for all the people 
in his kingdom to serve Daniel’s God. Thus, by Daniel’s being true 
to his decision all those people were turned to the true and living God. 
The Lord wants more Daniels—men and women of decision. We 
probably shall never be cast into a lions’ den; but as our decisions are 
tested in different ways, let us stand firm and true to God, and he not 
only will be near to deliver us, but will cause good to be accomplished 
through our lives. —Kiate Dooley. 


A GREAT CONTEST 


D O YOU KNOW that there is a great contest now opened, and that 
we may all enter? There is a wonderful reward offered; but 
if we wish to receive it, we must remain in the contest until it closes. 
Unlike other contests, there will be no first, second, or third prize, but 
all winners will receive prizes alike. It is a peculiar contest, for we 
do not strive against one another, but help each other along. 

There will be enemies to conquer, but they can be overcome, be- 
cause the one who has opened the contest has promised to assist us. 
This may seem rather strange, but he loves us and wishes that we may 
each receive the prize which he holds for us. 

All that is required of us is obedience to the Master’s command- 
ments. They are all contained in a book, the Bible, and he will help 
us to understand each one. It is necessary that we communicate with 
the Master daily; for our enemies are not few, and his help is needed. 

This contest will close when our lives shall end. Our prize is an 
eternal home in the place which Christ, the Master, has gone to prepare. 

Do you not think that it will pay us to enter this contest, and re- 
main in it until the close? Some enter and strive well for a while, but 
later fall back and drop out of the contest. Let us enter and be faith- 
ful until the end, oe it is only to the faithful that the prize is given. 

eae R, Byard. 
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THINGS TO BE THANKFUL FOR 


We thank thee, Lord, for mercies kind; 
For health of body, soul, and mind; 
For home and friends so kind indeed; 
For granting al! our daily need. 


We thank thee for this world of ours, 
For fields and trees, for lovely flow’rs, 
For hill and stream, for summer breeze, 
For song of birds and hum of bees. 


We thank thee for the sun so bright, 
For stars that twinkle in the night; 
For all we have, for all we see, 
We offer thanks, dear Lord, to thee. 
; —G. Q. Coplin. 


THE POWER OF HABIT 


OLOMON, the wise man, once said, ‘‘Remember now thy Creator 

in the days of thy youth.’’ This is wise advice indeed, yet so many 
young people of today are neglecting this instruction, which is of vital 
importance to them. 

Some one asks, ‘‘ Why should I seek Jesus so early in life? There 
is plenty of time yet.’’ There are many reasons why we should seek 
God in our youth, but there is just one to which I wish to call your 
attention at this time. That reason pertains to the power of habit. So 
many older people today are practically useless for effectual service 
because of certain habits which they formed in their youth and which 
they seem unable to break. These have become a part of their char-. 
acters. It requires years of strenuous cultivation of good habits to 
overcome and eradicate the wrong habits. 

I learned one time in school the adage, ‘‘Habit is a cable; we 
weave a thread of it each day,’’ and at last we can not break it. We 
are each forming habits, either good or bad, perhaps unconsciously, 
but we surely weave a thread every day, and at last it will become like 
a cable. We do not realize the power of habit so much when we are 
young, but when we are older and attempt to change, then we see what 
habit has done for us. 

Salvation makes our hearts pure, and the characteristics we de- 
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velop by God’s power are good. How necessary it is for us to form 
right habits when we are young! The tide of human nature is strong 
and will carry us a long way in the wrong direction in just a little 
while if we are not careful. If ever there is a time when we need salva- 





























tion, it is when we are young and laying the foundation of future char- - 
acter. oe 

‘““My son, keep thy father’s commandment, and forsake not the 
law of thy mother: bind them continually upon thine heart, and tie 
them about thy neck. When thou goest, it shall lead thee; when thou 
sleepest, it shall keep thee; and when thou awakest, it shall talk with 
thee’? (Prov. 6: 20-22). —Alice B. Sprague. 
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THE TWO BLIND MEN 


CG) EVENING not very long ago when I was walking along the 
street, I met two blind men. They were going home and were 
holding to each other. I met them some distance from the business 
part of the city. They had their violins with them, for they make their | 
living by playing on the street-corners. When I first noticed them they 
had just crossed the street and come on the sidewalk. 

One of them had a cane, with which he kept tapping the ground. 
This was the way they found their way along the street. When they 
crossed the street, they did not come to the sidewalk in the right place. 
They started to go on, but found that there was no walk in front of 
them. They turned in another direction and started, but ran into the 
fence. Then they stopped and stood still, for they did not know where 
they were. When they heard my footsteps they spoke to me. 

I saw that they were blind and felt very sorry for them. I did what 
I could to help them. They asked me where they were, and I told them 
the name of the street. Then one of them pointed with his cane, and 
asked me what direction it was. I told him, and he started. He ran 
off the sidewalk again, and stopped. He turned again and asked me 
which direction was east. I told him to go straight ahead. He fol- 
lowed the directions I gave him and found that he was going the right 
way. They went on toward their home, pecking along on the side- 
walk with their cane. They had often gone this way before, but this 
time they missed the right way and did not know what to do because 
they could not see. 

There are many people going through this life who are blind. 
They can see with their natural eyes, but they are blind to the road 
which leads to heaven. They come, sooner or later, to the place where 
they become bothered. They do not know where the right way is. Then 
they stop and wait for some one to tell them the way. When they hear 
some one coming along they ask the directions. . 


Sometimes they ask a person who does not know. They follow 
his directions, but he has told them wrong. Sometimes they ask God’s 
people, possibly a little child who knows the way to heaven. He can 
tell them, and tell them right. He knows it is right because he has the 
Bible, which tells the way to go and when to turn. If we follow the 
way the Bible marks out, we shall keep on the right road. If some one 
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tells us to do something, or to walk some other way, we should ask 
them which way the Bible directs. It will not lead us wrong. 

We feel sorry for those who are physically blind, but we should 
feel even more sorry for those who are spiritually blind—those who 
do not know and can not see the road to heaven. I once was spiritually 
~ blind. But a dear brother in Christ who saw that I was blind told me 
which way to take. He told me to take the Bible way. I did, and am 
happy that he ever told me. 

Live so you can tell blind people how to get to heaven. Liven lit- 
tle children can tell old people the road to heaven. 

—Clyde Anthony. 


TRUSTING JESUS 


Are you wholly trusting Jesus 
Every day? 

Do you let him bear your burdens 
On life’s way? 

Do you take to him your grief, 

And from sorrow find relief? 

Are you simply trusting Jesus 
All the way? 


Do you live in sweet communion 
With your Lord? 

Does he give you peace this world 
Can not afford? 

Does the love of God divine 

In your heart in fulness shine? 

Are you simply trusting Jesus 
All the way? 


Then when life with all its trials 

Shall be o’er, 
When you stand upon that river’s 

Silent shore, 
You'll have nothing more to fear; 
He has promised to be near. 
Simply trust him, and he’ll lead you 

All the way. 

—Kva M. Wadsworth, 
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THE TRAINING-STATION 


OME TIME AGO I visited one of the U. 8. Navy training-stations. 
Here I saw hundreds of young men that were being prepared for 
future service in the navy. By frequent drills, the undergoing of many 


hardships, and training in many different ways, the characteristics of 7 


a true soldier were developed and in due time made manifest in active 
service. : } 

God also has a training-station for his young soldiers. After en- 
listing in his service we, like these recruits, are placed ‘in the training- 
station, where we are prepared for some future place in his service. 
He has a place for each of his young people, and, knowing our natural 
fitness, he chooses the place we can best fill and the one in which he can 
best use us to his glory. In order to fill this place as God would have 
us, we must necessarily be trained and exercised in those things that 
tend toward our development.- 

Just as we find it in the training of these naval soldiers, we find 
it in the training of God’s soldiers. It takes the hard knocks in mil- 
itary life to fit the soldier for braving future dangers, and so with 
us. The many hard trials God permits to come in our life, the obstacles - 
thrown in our pathway, are for the one purpose of bringing out and 
enlarging that enduring quality of a true soldier’s character. If we 
shrink when the trials come or ‘‘faint in the day of adversity,’’ then 
God’s purpose in fitting us for the place we are to fill in future years 
will be hindered. Instead, we should make trials and difficulties only 
stepping-stones in mounting higher, for they who would reach the top 
must first climb the hill. - 

In order for us to learn to endure hardness as good soldiers, we 
must be subjected to unpleasant pressure and trying circumstances. 
Let us therefore submit, as do these soldiers, that we ‘‘may reap the 
results of our training,’’ and in our resignation to the will of God, 
bear in mind, ‘‘If God send thee a cross, take it up willingly and fol- 
low him. Use it wisely, lest it be intolerable. If it be light, slight it 
not. If it be heavy, murmur not. After the cross is the crown.’’ 

Let us, newly enlisted soldiers, consider ourselves as being in 
God’s training-station; and having once enlisted in his service, let us 
never desert our post. - ny —Annabel Lee Hunnex. 
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AN IMMOVABLE ROCK 


NE WARM sunny day a party of three went for a walk along the 

banks of a river that ran through a beautiful valley. The river 

was indeed a lovely’ sight as it ran swiftly but silently on its long jour- 

ney to the sea. Occasionally the water would splash up against a rock 
or large boulder, producing a mass of sparkling white foam. 

By and by they came to a place where there were some large flat 
rocks at intervals across the stream. The water churned about furi- 
ously when it struck these rocks, causing a continuous roaring sound. 
By means of a plank the party crossed from the bank to one of the 
large flat rocks. This brought them right out into the main part of 
the river. The water was swiftly whirling around on all sides of them. 
They then spread their lunch and ate their enjoyable repast in this 
picturesque spot. In spite of the angry-looking waters, they could 
rest secure. 

Now let us draw a lesson from this little scene. As long as we are 
in this world, we shall be surrounded by waves of sin and temptation. 
If we look at these things, it will seem that we must necessarily drift 
with the tide or be carried swiftly along by the strong current. But 
thank God! right in the midst of this stream of evil Christ stands 
like an immovable rock to offer us rest and safety. If we completely 
yield ourselves to him, we are secure. —Ada C. Kole. 


A BEAUTIFUL GARDEN 


I HAIVE: IN mind a beautiful garden in which nothing but flowers 
and foliage-plants are intended to grow. In order to make it beau- 
tiful, it must be well watered and cultivated, and all the weeds must 
be rooted out. Of course, it takes close watching, and digging, and 
constant attention to keep the little weeds and wild grasses from 
springing up; and you know how hard it is to get them out if once 
they get a start. 

What is more beautiful to look upon than a lovely garden that 
has been well kept? The garden that I speak of is one that the laborer 
took much pride in, and he watched and worked hard to keep out 
everything that would hinder or mar the beauty and fragrance of the 
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garden. But there was one kind of grass that was more to be dreaded 
than others, and it was continually giving him trouble. As the outside 
country was so full of it, it would creep in through the fence or by some 
other means get in among the flowers and choke some of the weaker 
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ones. Whenever the keepers would see a little of it, they would 
destroy it immediately. But as the days went by this work seemed to 
become monotonous, so they slacked their energy and began to think 
they were too particular about the grass. They turned their attention 
to something else, thinking the flowers had become strong enough to 
outgrow. it. 

After a while they took a walk through the garden and exclaimed, 
‘‘What ails our flower-garden! It is just a patch of grass!’’ How 
quickly it had sprung up and produced seed and spread all over the 
garden! 

The hearts of God’s children are like this beautiful garden, and 
the love of the world is like the harmful grass. If the child of God 
becomes weary in guarding his heart against this troublesome enemy — 
the love of the world—and allows it to creep in, it will choke out the 
Christian graces and utterly spoil the beauty of his life. 

—Sarilla Hale. 


- THE GRASSHOPPER AND THE ANT 


HE GRASSHOPPER is. considered a lazy insect; on the other 

hand, the ant is industrious and economical. During the summer 
while the days are pleasant and sunny, the grasshopper sings and has 
a merry time, never thinking anything about what may be coming. 

One day, so a story runs, a grasshopper decided to visit an ant. 
Upon his arrival, to his surprize, he found the ant hard at work. He 
said to the ant: ‘‘Why do you work so hard? Why don’t you rest and 
have a good time while the days are so nice?’’ The ant replied, ‘‘I 
must work in order to be prepared when the stormy days shall come.’’ 
So the grasshopper went away as idle and. as unconcerned as before, 
singing and sleeping the fine sunny days away, while the ant was busy 
preparing for the chilly winter days. 

Soon a change took place. Cold winds began to blow, and snow 
covered the ground. Then the grasshopper went around to see the 
ant to get some food and a shelter from the cold; but the ant said, ‘‘ Not 
so; you have spent your time in idleness through the summer days; 
now it is cold, you can work to keep warm.”’ 

Let me ask, Which of these two was the wiser? I believe you will 
all say the ant was. You will admit that the grasshopper was unwise. 
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It is not wise for children to wait until they become men and 
women to give their hearts to God. While you are young you should 
prepare to meet your Savior. You are now in the summer of your 
life. By living for Jesus you lay up treasures in heaven which you 
will receive at the last day. By getting saved now, you not only will 
be prepared to meet the storms of life, but will also be ready to help 
others. —Fehia Wolff. 


HE TOOK MY PLACE 


URING THE Civil War it became necessary to draft men into 
the army. Heads of families as well as young men were com- 
pelled to leave home. A certain man who had a wife and several chil- 
dren was called upon to fight for his country. Of course, the thought 
of leaving his loved ones caused him SOITOW, but he felt that he must 
obey his country’s orders. 

Seeing his circumstances, a young neighbor man who had no fam- 
ily decided to take the older man’s place; so he went to him and said, 
‘‘T have decided to go as your substitute. If I am killed, there will 
be no one to suffer because of my death.’’ Of course, the older man 
was pleased, and thanked his neighbor for the kind offer. 

The young man went to war. A year or two later he was brought 
home from battle, fatally wounded. Alter his death he was buried 
a few hundred feet from the older man’s home. Often the older man 
would climb up the hillside to the young man’s grave, and there would 
weep and weep. A stranger passing by one day noticed his grief, and 
thus addressed him: ‘‘A very dear friend of yours must be buried 
here.’’ The only reply was, ‘‘He took my place. He took my place.”’ 
The old man’s heart was softened as he realized the self-sacrifice of 
his neighbor, who had taken his place and was killed in place of him. 

Did you ever stop to think of how Jesus took our place? We were 
all doomed to die for the penalty of our sins. Jesus said to his Father: 
‘¢T will go down to the world and die for the people. They are doomed 
to die; but I will take their place.’’ He died on Calvary for you and 
for me. He took our place. Ought we not to appreciate his love and 
kindness by giving our hearts to him, and serving him all the days of 
our life? Let us love the One who ‘‘took our place.”’ 

—Frank E. Wallace. 
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DIDN’T START IN TIME 


HEN A MAN came rushing with great speed to catch a Staten 
Island ferryboat and arrived just in time to have the gateman 
shut the door before his face, a bystander remarked: 

‘“You didn’t run fast enough.’’ 

‘‘T ran fast enough,’’ replied the disappointed man, ‘‘but I didn’t 

| start in time.’’ 

nt i This incident reminds me of 
"il 4 the way many people are doing 
ZA with regard to getting right with 
ZA God. They go on through life 
heedless of the Holy Spirit’s voice 
as he strives with their heart, say- 
ing, ‘‘Now is the time to prepare 
to meet God.’’ They carelessly 
drive him away by continually 
saying, ‘‘No. Sometime [’ll get 
right, but not now.’’ They want 
MN eh “4 to enjoy the pleasures of sin for 
ui a 7/74 a season longer. They want to 
| ns We 4 enjoy the momentary pleasures of 
life, thinking they would have no 

pleasure if they served God. What a perverted idea! 

Nothing can satisfy the immortal soul but to be at peace with 
its Creator. God designed that the soul of man be satisfied, and he 
has made a plan whereby men can be satisfied here, and then enjoy 
heaven with him after death, if they will do so. But, like the man 
mentioned above, they wait until the last minute to start to make their 
peace with God. They live out their days, and then they start to make 
their peace with God, but they find that the door of mercy is forever 
closed. They did not start in time. 

God says, ‘‘My Spirit shall not always strive with man,’’ and, 
‘“No one can come to me except the Father draw him.’’ We can not 
get right unless God’s Holy Spirit draw us; therefore we must yield 
while he is pleading if we wish to gain heaven, lest in our own time 
we run fast enough, but all in vain. 
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—May Perry. 
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REFLECTED LIGHT 


OW MANY of our readers have ever really seen a sunset? Have 
you ever watched the sun go down when there were clouds in 
the western sky? If so, when the sun had gone out of sight, perhaps 







































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































you saw the dark clouds change their color and become red, orange, 
or yellow. If you have never seen and admired this, watch the sky 
every evening when the sun goes down, and you will soon see how 
beautiful the clouds become after the sun has set. 

Do you know what makes the clouds look so beautiful? It is be- 
cause the sun is shining on them and they reflect the light back to us. 
If you will watch the clouds for some time after the sun has gone down, 
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you will see their color change again. They will become dark and 
gloomy, because the sun will no longer be shining on them. 

We may learn a lesson from the sunset. Without the love of 
Jesus beaming:in our hearts, our lives will be dark and gloomy. But 
Jesus wants us to let the light of his love shine in our lives; then as the 
dull clouds are changed to brilliant colors, so our lives will be changed 
to gladness. They will shine with loving deeds and kind words to 
those around us. 

Jesus said to his disciples, ‘‘Ye are the light of the world.’’ We 
who are saved are the light of the world because our lives reflect the 
light of Christ. We have a beautiful illustration of this in the natural 
light that this world receives. During the night hours the moon is the 
light of the world; yet the moon itself is a dark body giving out no 
hght whatever. It merely reflects the light which shines on it from 
the sun. ; 7 

As the moon travels around the earth, sometimes it is in such a posi- 
tion that it reflects to us only a small amount of light; in another posi- 
tion it presents a full, round face, thus reflecting the greatest possible 
amount of light. So it is with our lives: the more fully we live in the 
light of God’s love, the brighter will be the reflection of that light. to 
those around us. —N. Grace Graham. 
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A soft answer turneth away wrath: but grievous words stir up anger 
BErOw ss bol): 

Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth that 
shall he also reap (Gal. 6:7). 

Come now, and let us reason together, saith the Lord: though your sins 
be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they be red 
like crimson, they shall be as wool (Isa. 1:18). 

Delight thyself also in the Lord; and he shall give thee the desires of 
thine heart (Psa. 87:4). | 

Every word of God is pure: he is a shield unto them that put their 

metrust: im him “¢Prov, 3083). : 

Forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors (Matt. 6:12). 

Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature (Mark 
163 15). 
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He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved, but he that believeth 
not shall be damned (Mark 16:16). 

Is any sick among you? let him call for the elders of the church, and 
let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the 
Lord: and the prayer of faith shall save the sick, and the Lord 
shall raise him up; and if he have committed sins, they shall be 
forgiven him (Jas. 5:14, 15). | 

Judge not, that ye be not judged (Matt. 7:1). 

Knock and it shall be opened unto you (Matt. 7:7). 

Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me 
(John 14:1). 

Many are the afflictions of the righteous: but the Lord delivereth him 
out of them all (Psa. 34:19). 

Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the king- 
dom. of heaven; but he that ‘doeth ‘the will of my Father which is 
in heaven (Matt. few AD) 

O keep my soul, and deliver me: let me not be ashamed; for I put my 
trust in thee (Psa. 25: 20). 

Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of his saints (Psa. 116: 138). 

Quench not the Spirit (1 Thess. 5:19). 

Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your reward in heaven 
(Matt. 5:12). 

Speak not evil one of another, brethren (Jas. 4:11). 

Take, my brethren, the prophets, who have spoken in the name of the 
Lord, for an example of suffering affliction, and of patience (Jas. 
5: 10). 

Upon this rock I will build my church; and the cates of hell shall not 
prevail against it (Matt. 16:18). 

Verily I say unto you, that a rich man shall hardly enter into the hes 
dom of heaven (Matt. 19: 23). 

Wait on the Lord: be of good courage, and he shall strengthen thine 
heart: wait, I say on the Lord (Psa. 27:14). 

Ye have heard of the patience of Job, and have seen the end of the 
Lord; that the Lord is very pitiful and of tender mercy (Jas. 
D: 11). 

Zacheus, make haste, and come down; for today I must abide at thine 
house (Luke 19:5). —Grace Levell. 


LOOK) ABOVE . D7 
LOOK ABOVE 


There are times when we are tempted 
And the shadows thickly fall, 

When it seems that all’ is darkness 
And there is no light at all; 

When we think not of the Savior 
And the love which he hath shown, 

But we see the things around us— 
Thinking not of vict’ries won. 


O dear Lord, help us take courage; 
May we lift our eyes above, 
Seeing not the things which press us, 
But thy great and tender love. 
We are glad that thou dost know us, 
Knowest every secret thought; 
And we long to only please thee, 
For ’tis by thy blood we're bought. 
—Nettie L. Berghouse. 


A GUIDING VOICE 


A FARMER LIVING on the edge of one of the lakes of Minnesota 
started to cross it in a small sail-boat one evening after dark. The 
wind changed and overturned the boat when he was in the middle of 
the lake. 

The water was covered with large masses of floating ice. The 
farmer was a good swimmer and struck out boldly toward the shore 
where he thought his house stood; but he grew confused in the dark- 
ness, and the ice was forming rapidly over the whole lake. He was in 
a small circle, which was quickly freezing over. He beat about wildly; 
the chill of death was creeping over his body. 

He gave up at last, and began sinking in the cold, icy water, but 
just then he heard a sound. It was the voice of his little girl calling, 
‘‘Hather! Father!’’ He listened. The sound of her voice would tell 
him in what direction home lay. It put fresh life into him. He thought, 
‘‘Tf she would call only once more, but she will be frightened at the dark 
and cold. She will go in and shut the door.’’ But just then came the 
ery loud and clear, ‘‘Father!’’ 

The man then turned and struck out in the opposite direction, for 
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he had been going away from home. He fought his way through the 
ice and finally reached the shore and home. If his little girl had not 
persisted in calling him, though receiving no reply, he would have died 
there alone under the ice. 

What a multitude of souls, like that poor man, have turned away 
from Jesus, have let go their grip on the life-boat, and now are strug- 
gling amid the cold, icy waves of sin, soon to sink to the bottomless 
pit and be forever lost, unless some one goes as near to them as pos- 
sible, and calls them to the right direction. Just one word spoken in 
Jesus” name may show them the right way and be the means of their 
salvation. | 

Dear little readers, the sound of your voice, the words you may 
speak, the kind actions you may perform, may show some one the 
right way home. Oh, ‘‘let us not be weary in -well-doing: for in due 
season, we shall reap, if we faint not.’” —EHva J. Taylor. 


= 





THE SONG OF THE WHIPPOORWILL 


ee AFTERNOON had been very disagreeable. The rain had 

been falling most of the time, with no indication of ceasing, and 
there was much to be done before night. Great dark clouds kept gath- 
ering, and distant thunder rumbled occasionally; these things added 
more gloom to the day. | 

But.it was not the rain alone that made that afternoon so dreary, 
for it had been raining all week; there seemed to be clouds hanging 
over my soul, shutting out the sunlight of God’s love. : I sometimes 
questioned whether the sun would ever fully shine again and drive out 
the darkness within. 

Night came at last, and still it rained. While I was in the milk- 
room caring for the milk, my thoughts were on the severe trial I was 
passing through. I did not feel like singing or smiling to drive the 
clouds away myself, and as I was there alone, the gloom increased. 

While in this deep meditation I was suddenly aroused by the song 
of a whippoorwill. Rain was still falling fast, yet the song rippled 
. forth from his little throat sweet and clear, and he seemed not to 
notice the rain at all. I was much surprized; but how that song raised 
the clouds and let sunshine into my soul! 


THE SONG OF THE WHIPPOORWILL o9 


The bird did not stay long, but his song remained. It cheers me 
yet when I think of that brave little creature who ventured out on so 
rainy a night to sing praise to his Maker, while I, one God had endowed 





with so many blessings, was going about with such a sad face, for- 
getting to praise God for his love already shown to me. 

When we are passing through trials, and circumstances are some- 
what unfavorable, let us remember that we have many, many blessings 
for which we should not cease to praise God, also that many others are 
going through trials just as hard as ours, perhaps much harder, and 
that by being cheerful we might shed a sunbeam across their way. 
—Alma F'. Sperrs. 
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IN THE SPIDER’S WEB 


NE DAY WHILE resting I heard a loud buzzing noise. On look- 

ing around I saw a large blue fly caught in a spider’s web. It 
had flown into it while not watching, and had got one wing and part 
of its feet fast in the web. In its efforts to get loose, it went whirling 
round and round, which only wrapped it tighter at every turn. When 
its efforts grew less, the spider (which was only about one fourth as 
large as the fly) came down to see it. Whenever it was still, the spider 
would dart down and fasten another web to it. This continued until 
the fly could not move. Then the spider drew it up into one corner 
of the web to have it convenient to dine on at pleasure. The next day 
I looked, and there the fly was, but it was dead— ail because it got 
caught in one little web. 

I thought: How much like many who start out to serve Jesus! 
They do not watch close enough. Soon they are caught in one of the - 
enemy’s webs, which he has strung out for all of us. Instead of holding 
still and asking Jesus to help them out, they spin round and round, 
only to entangle themselves tighter at every turn. Then Satan comes 
and fastens one web after another around them, until they are like 
the fly—bound and dead. 

They are not like the fly in one way—without any one to help, for we 
have Jesus to call upon for aid, and he will help us out. ‘‘Surely he 
shall deliver thee from the snare of the fowler, and from the noisome 
pestilence’? (Psa. 91:3). Instead of going on and making the matter 
worse, let us look to the One who has promised to deliver us, and call 
upon him. He will come to our rescue. ‘‘And the Lord shall deliver 
me from every evil work, and will preserve me unto his heavenly king- 
dom: to whom be glory forever and ever. Amen’’ (2 Tim. 4:18). 

—Agnes Carmack. 


RESISTING TEMPTATION 


I AM GOING to tell you a story about a little boy who resisted temp- 
tation. Sometimes it is very hard for children to resist. temptation, 
and, for big folks, too, at times. But the Lord can and will help us to 
resist temptation. 
This little boy about whom I am going to tell you was a poor chim- 





RESISTING TEMPTATION 
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ney-sweeper’s son, and was employed at the house of a lady of rank 


to clean the chimney of her chamber. Finding himself on the hearth . 


of the lady’s dressing-room, and perceiving no one there, he waited a 
few minutes to take a view of the beautiful things in the apartments. 

A gold watch, richly set with diamonds, particularly caught: his 
attention and he could not forbear taking it in his hands. Immediately 
the wish arose in his mind, ‘‘Oh, if I had such a watch!’’ After a 
pause he said to himself, ‘‘ But if I take it, I shall be a thief, and yet,’’ 
continued he, ‘‘no one sees me, no one! Does not God see me, who is 
present everywhere?’’ And then he said, ‘‘Could I say my prayers 
after | had committed this theft? Could I die in peace?’’ Overcome 
by these thoughts, he was seized by a cold, shivering feeling. ‘‘No,’’ 
said he, laying down the watch, ‘‘I would much rather be poor and keep 
my good conscience than be rich and become a thief.’’ 


A lady who was watching him and hearing him say these things 


said to him, ‘‘Thank God for enabling you to resist temptation.’’ So, 
children, is not this a good example? 

When Satan wants you to take something, or say some bad word, 
or disobey your parents, resist him and think of this little boy. How 
much better to have a pure, clear conscience than one that is always 
smiting you for the naughty things you have done! 

You may think, ‘‘Oh, I can not resist temptation.’’ Yes, you ean. 
Look to Jesus; ask him to help you. He is always present to help every- 
body who will call upon him. Do not be afraid to call upon him. It 
will save you much trouble. He will help, no matter whether you are 


little or big. Always remember that God sees all things, if no one else - 


does. —Hthel Orr Finkbone. 


THE UNCERTAINTY OF LIFE 


fl Ree ELAS probably gone by in an uneventful way for the most 

of us, and so the days, weeks, months, and years have been going 
by until it is hard for us to realize that it will ever be any different. 
Of course, when we stop to consider, we know that some day the end 
must and will come, but it seems so far distant. 

There are but few who, if they realized that they were soon to be 
ushered into eternity, would care to meet God unprepared. And yet 
how many live year after year in a careless way, knowing that they have 
not on the wedding-garment (salvation), without which none ean enter 
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into the marriage supper of the Lamb, or, in other words, enter into 
the joys of the Lord that are prepared for the faithful to receive when 
this life is ended. 

Should their conscience warn them that there is danger in delay 
and that they should ‘‘seek God while he may be found’’ and make 
sure of their eternal home, they will put the thought from them by say- 
ing, ‘‘Oh, there is plenty of time.’’ But the Bible and our daily obser- 
vations speak differently. 

In Jas. 4: 13-16 we read: ‘‘Go to now ye that say, Today or tomor- 
row we will go into such a city, and continue there a year, and buy and 
sell, and get gain: whereas ye know not what shall be on the morrow. 
For what is your life? It is even a vapor, that appeareth for a little 
time, and then vanisheth away. For that ye ought to say, If the Lord 
will, we shall live, and do this, or that. But now ye rejoice in your 
boastings: all such rejoicing is evil.’? What a solemn warning from 
- the God of heaven, who alone knows our future and sees what is before 
us! Should we not take warning? In another place he says, ‘‘ Behold, 
now is the accepted time, behold, now is the day of salvation.’’ 

An incident that occurred recently in the city of Chicago serves 
also as a warning that we can not with safety depend upon the morrow. 

One evening a party of three emerged from a saloon where they 
had been drinking, and engaged a chaffeur to take them in his automo- 
bile to another part of the city. In agreeing to take them the man 
remarked that they would have to make haste, as he had another en- 
gagement for a short time later. They started out thinking all was 
well and probably having no more serious thought for the future than 
they had been having in the previous years, which had been spent in 
sin and during which they thought that there was yet plenty of time. 

In his haste the chaffeur did not notice that the draw in one of the 
large bridges which span the river was open, and with scarcely a mo- 
ment’s warning the machine with its four immortal occupants took a 
fatal leap into the dark waters below. None were rescued. All went 
without warning to meet the God who made them, and in that last great 
day they will be judged according to the deeds done in this life, whether 
they were good or evil. 

Daily there are other incidents of equally sudden departures. Some 
day it may be you, or it may be me. Shall we be ready? 

—Netthe L. Berghouse. 
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COUNT YOUR BLESSINGS 


If you feel a bit discouraged, 
Weary with your load; 

If your feet are apt to stumble 
In the roughness of the road, 

Pause a while and count your blessings, 
Name them one by one; 

You will feel the load grow lighter 
Ere the pleasant task is done. 


Health and strength and food and raiment, 
Dear ones ever at your side, 
A'l the promises to help you, 
Comrades near you true and tried, 
And at evening and at morning, 
Faith that seeks from God above 
All the blessings of his presence, 
All the comforts of his love. 


—WSelected. 


LITTLE THINGS 


HERE ARE many things that seem very small and of not much 

account. Have you ever considered that the seemingly little things 
ean grow to be big things? 

The majestic oak was once a very small plant. If you did not know 
anything about the growth of an oak-tree, you would not think that 
such a little plant could possibly grow to be such a large tree. 

A fire may be very small when it starts, but it will soon spread if 
not put out, and become a large fire and do much damage. 

There are many seemingly little things that come across the Chris- 
tian’s pathway. They may seem ever so small at first, but, like a small 
match when lighted, they can do a great deal of harm. 

Two of the little things that may come by your way are neglecting 
to read the Bible and to pray in secret. You may, perhaps, be very 
busy or you may have something that you are very anxious to do, and 
you neglect your devotions to God, thinking that missing only a few 
times would do you no harm. Another day is ushered in, and for 
some reason you do not have any special relish for prayer or for read- 
ing God’s Word. You may hurriedly go through your devotions. 
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If a plant is not watered, it will finally die, although it may hold 
out for a short time. It is the same with the soul. If you neglect to— 
pray and read the Bible, you will soon grow lean, become dried up, 
and die. The soul must be fed and watered. 

A young man once caught his finger-nail under a hook of his shoe, 
and his finger bled. He did not think at the time that the injury-would 
cause him much trouble. The finger became very sore, and after a 
while the nail came loose and was pulled off. . 

We can learn a good lesson from this incident. If a little thing, 
seemingly not very bad, is allowed to grow into a big thing, it will rob 
us of the grace of God. There are other little things that would try 
to creep in and cause us trouble; so let us watch and pray. 

| —C, EH. Hunnex. 


THE LION 


HE LION IS one of the strongest of beasts and is spoken of as 

‘‘the king of beasts.’? A full-grown lion can not only kill but 
also carry away an, ordinary ox. Buta lion is said to dread to see the 
face of aman. The beast is conscious, no doubt, that man is his enemy. 
He also dreads the noise of a gun and is very much afraid of fire. 
When famished he will often attack a flock, devour men, and even rav- 
age a village; but should he see fire, he would flee. It is said that when 
his feeling of hunger becomes intense, he will place his mouth on the 
ground and make such a terrible roaring noise that a person or an 
animal hearing the sound can not tell from what direction it comes, 
and in trying to escape is liable to come right in contact with him. 

In olden times lions must have been numerous in many places. In 
nearly every book in the Bible this animal is mentioned. In some 
places in the Bible the devil is compared to the lion. 

_ In Peter 5:8 we read, ‘‘ The devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, 
seeking whom he may devour.’’ It is natural for the lion to be destruc- 
tive. He walks about seeking to devour and destroy the bodies of 
mankind. The devil is going about seeking to destroy both soul and 
body. 

The Word of God tells us how we may be protected from, and 
have victory over, the powers of the devil. It will prove a more sure 
protection to us than a fire would to a flock of sheep. Should the lon 
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fail to see the fire, the flock would be exposed to great danger. We can 
use the means God has given us whenever we realize the enemy is 
approaching. The Bible says, ‘‘ Resist the devil, and he will flee from 
you.’’ We are told to resist him stedfast in the faith. If we do our 
part, God will do his, and we shall never know defeat. 

—Flossie Oliver Nisley. 


A MOTHER TO HER DAUGHTER 


My daughter dear, no pearls have I 
To nestle in thy hair; 

No rubies like the morn’ng sky 
To make thee seem more fair; 

Nor richest web of foreign looms 
To flaunt among the gay; 

Nor birds to sing their exile song 
And make thee glad today. 


No, daughter, it is not for thee 
To float on fashion’s wave— 

A bubble on the changing sea, 
A dance, and then the grave. 

Though fame should never weave for thee 
Her coronet of bay, 

And, like thy Master, thou shouldst wear 
A crown of thorns today; 


I give thee joy, for precious things 
I fee! will yet be thine: 

A faith, with healing on its wings, 
Through deepest glooms to shine; 

A hope that makes the best of life, 
And lights up all the dark; 

A toil that triumphs in the strife 
While pressing toward the mark. 


Ah, little hands, that oft shall move 
Across the brow of pain, 
And play on grief’s stringed instruments 
Till music comes again; 
Still, sti'l obey thy soul of fire— 
"Tis kindled by that breath 
That did the life and death inspire 
Of Him of Nazareth. —Selected. 
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A LESSON FROM THE MOON 


OW BEAUTIFUL is the moon on a clear evening, and how glad- 
dening is its hght! Its soft, yellow rays kiss the earth, making 
lighter many sad and lonely hearts. By it many an impending gloom is 
dispelled, and the pathway of the weary pilgrim who trudges at night 
to avoid the heat of the day is encouragingly illuminated. 

Astronomers tell us that the moon’s light is reflected light; that is, 
the moon acts as a mirror, reflecting the sun’s rays. Without the sun’s 
rays the moon would be dark. As long as the sun lends his glory, the 
moon is clad in robes of beauty and invested with light-giving power; 
but if the earth comes between the sun and the moon, the moon is 
darkened. . 

How well do you reflect the light from the Sun of righteousness? 
Ever keep the mirror of your soul clean and pure. Allow nothing to 
come between you and Jesus, who is the light of the world. Permit not 
the paltry things of the world to blotch and stain the reflecting lenses 
of your soul. ‘T'o do so may result in a total eclipse or eternal extine- 
tion. , 3 

Eternal vigilance is very necessary; be careful, watchful, and 
prayerful. Dear young Christian, you can not afford to tamper with 
worldly pleasures. ‘T'o attend dances, play-parties, theaters, and like 
things, is very dangerous. Satan could not have planned other machin- 
ery so efficient in the degradation of the young. Child of earth, resist 
him. Avert his crafty devices. Jesus is interested in you. He will 
help you. Be strong and true; dare to resist temptations, and to speak 
the truth from the depths of an honest heart. —J. R. Tackett. 


BIBLE RULES FOR ‘DAILY LIVING 


ATCH AND PRAY, that ye enter not into temptation (Matt. 

26:41). 

Provide things honest in the sight of all men (Rom. 12:17). 

Be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil with good (Rom. 
13 21:): 

If thine enemy hunger, feed him; if he thirst, give him drink (Rom. 
12; 20). 
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Speak not evil one of another (Jas. 4: 11). 

Be kindly affectioned one to another with brotherly love (Rom, 
12:10 5 

ie nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you . as. 4:8). 

Resist the devil, and he will flee from you (Jas. 4:7). 

In everything sive thanks (1.Thess. 5:18). 

Rejoice evermore (1 Thess, 5: 16). 

Count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations (Jas. 1: 2). 

Rejoice with them that do rejoice, and weep with them that weep 
(Rom, 12:15). 

Be thou an example of the believers, in word, in conversation, in 
charity, in spirit, in faith, in purity (1 Tim. 4: 12). 

Only let your conversation be as it becometh the gospel of Christ 
(Phil.-1: 27). 

Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy might (Heel. 
ea Oe 

Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom (Col. 
a kG) 2 

Children, obey your parents in all things: for this is well pleasing 
unto the Lord (Col. 3:20). 

Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of 
mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meékness, longsuffering (Col. 
3:12). 

_ And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of the 
Lord J esus, giving thanks to God. and the Father by him (Col. 3: Ba 


ON THE LOOKOUT 


Nie LONG AGO I saw a cat make an attempt to catch a pigeon. As 
long as the pigeon was looking, the cat kept very quiet; but the 
moment the bird’s eyes were closed, and his attention turned elsewhere, 
his enemy pounced upon him. How quick was this cunning animal to 
take advantage of a helpless, unwary bird! 
Satan is ever on the lookout for drowsy, thoughtless, and unwatch- 
ful souls. He is not likely to attack one that is carefully watching him, 
but he is sure to assault that soul who is taking a spiritual nap. He 


WAYS OF PRAYING 69 


will undermine his moral tower, make a leak in his spiritual supply- 
tank, and, possibly, utterly destroy him. Be careful; be vigilant! 

If you would live for Christ you must fight for him. The soldier 
on guard who does not watch, not only hazards his own life, but imperils 
the lives of many others. So it is with the Christian. Some one may 
be depending on you, looking to you for an example, or trusting in your 
integrity. If you do not hold up the shield of faith and fearlessly 
wield the sword of the Spirit, the enemy is likely to capture you, and, 
with you, that some one whom you are influencing. Therefore ‘‘be on 
the lookout.’’ 

Never take time to look at te world nor its sinful folhes; for they 
tend to weaken moral principle, impair will-power, and noe tempta- 
tions. Pray often and earnestly, for prayer is the Christian’s most 
potent weapon. Satan dreads it more than any other. It has broken 
his prison-bars, ‘driven him out of es souls, and thwa ntied many 
of his aaa plans. | Heer s —J. R. Tack ert. 


WAYS OF PRAYING 


HE FORMAL WAY. The one who prays in this. way ‘merely says 

words and puts, little er no heart in his prayer. He has little faith 
that he shall receive what he has asked for, and he is not refreshed by a 
consciousness * ef God’s presence. 

The hurried way. ‘T’he one who looks upon prayer as an irksome 
duty instead of a dehent 1s the one who will hasten through it as quickly 
as possible. | 

The selfish way. ay help me, bless me,’ *is a large part of the 
selfish prayer. ‘‘Lord, pike mea blessing”? is a better prayer than 
‘Lord, bless me.’’ If: we pray for others instead of praying always 
for ourselves: we shall énjoy prayer more and enjoy life more. 

The impillse way—praying just when we feel like it instead of 
having the habit of prayer. When we do not feel inclined may be the © 
very time we need to pray. If we kneel and begin praying, we shall 
perhaps feel more like it. 

The faithless way. When you pray, are you doubtful whether 
God pays any attention to your prayer or will answer? Have faith 
in.God. Faith is what moves him to send the answer down. Faith is 
the key that unlocks the storehouse of good things. 


=>) 
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The right way is to come believing the Lord will meet you and 
will be concerned in what you tell him. He is willing and anxious 





( 





to encourage you and give you just what you need. Come believing 
this. Close the door of your heart to the world and really talk with 
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the Lord a while. Note the with. Let him do part of the talking. Do 
not be ina hurry. Be in earnest. Do not be selfish in your petitions. 
Let your prayer be well seasoned with praise. He who prays the 
right way will regard prayer as a delight. 


Ey eg Ce ne ee | 


ONLY A LITTLE SEED 


HILDREN, HAVE you ever stopped to think how small a little 

seed is and yet what a lovely plant or tree may grow from it? 

Let us look at an apple-seed. It is small, and some one may think 
it could never do any good. But if you plant it in good soil, soon it 
will sprout and grow. First two small leaves will appear, and then 
more will grow, until a little tree is formed. With good care and atten- 
tion it will within a few years be a large apple-tree bearing many apples. 
Perhaps you had never stopped to think before that the large apple- 
tree that bears so much fruit came from a little apple-seed. 

Let us see if we can learn a lesson from this. No doubt you have 
at some time seen good men or women whom you much admired. You 
desired to be like them when you were grown. You may have thought, 
‘‘T am so small now, but when | am grown I want to be like that good 
man.’”’ 

If you want to be good when you are grown, right now is the time 
to begin. Your words and actions now are making you what you will 
be when you are grown. If you refuse to speak cross words, and speak 
pleasantly to all, you are forming ways that are much to be desired. 
But if you are cross and selfish, you are forming ways that will be a 
snare to you. You may think, ‘‘When I’m older I[’ll be good; I won’t 
do this way then.’’ But these things become a part of you, and, lke 
the little seed, you grow and grow until, before you are hardly aware 
of it, you have reached manhood or womanhood; and you are just what 
vou have made yourself. 

Do you not see the need of forming good habits and of doing that 
which is right? You would not expect a thistle-seed to grow into a 
beautiful rose-bush, nor a thorn-bush to grow into a peach-tree. Just 
so a bad boy does not grow into a good man, unless he changes his 
ways. If he does not change his ways, he will make a bad man. 
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The grace of God in your heart will help you to live every day to 
please the Lord. If you live in his fear and please him each day, you 
need not worry about what you will be when you are grown. 


SOME ONE IS FOLLOWING 
NE: DAY A minister was walking across his orchard through the 


pathless snow. He heard some one behind him. Turning himself — 


about, he saw his son following in the very tracks he himself had made. 
This incident forcefully reminded him that others were following his 
life just as his son was following his footsteps. His heart went up in 
earnest prayer to God for help to so live that others would be safe in 
following him, 

Harry disobeyed his mother and went on the ice when it was not 
strong enough to bear his weight. His baby brother followed him. The 
ice gave way beneath them. Harry scrambled out, but it was with some 
difficulty that a man who happened to be passing saved the little brother 
from drowning. | 

Mabel’s grandmother loved the Lord and was so devoted to him 


that even though she died when Mabel was but a small child the effect. 


- of that life has never been forgotten. When Mabel grew old enough 
to understand what she must do to be saved, she gave her heart to the 
Lord and has spent a number of years in his service. 


Reader, do you know that some one is following you just as truly 


as these children followed those who went before them? Is your life 
such that those little brothers, sisters, and playmates can follow you 
and be led in the right way? You are helping some one to live better 
than he would without your example before him, or you are causing 
him to be worse by having followed you. Be honest, truthful, kind, and 
thoughtful, so your associates can say that you have been a blessing to 
them. Do a good work for the Lord by getting saved and living every 
day to please him. You can not tell how many souls you may meet in 
heaven by thus letting your life prove to them that there is reality 3 in 
salvation, that God does answer prayer. 

An infidel attended a meeting. After the preaching several arose 
and testified. Seemingly their testimonies had no effect on him, but 
presently a little colored boy arose. With tears in his eyes and a face 
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beaming with joy, the little fellow said, ‘‘I know Jesus saves me.’’ That 
was all he said, but somehow it took hold of this infidel’s heart. Con- 
viction rested upon him, and he gave his heart to God. He had believed 
that older people made up and said anything they wanted to, but he 
said he knew this child was too young to do that. That little testimony 
proved to him, after all, that there must be a God. You see this man 
followed a little child. 

A long time ago the prophet Isaiah in telling of some figs that 
were to eee in the time in which we now live, said, ‘‘A little child 
shall lead them’’ (Isa. 11:6). By living for the Lord, children have 
the privilege of leading souls to Jesus. | 

It would, though, be very sad indeed if by your not living right 
those who followed after you should be lost forever. . This would be 
such a terrible thing that I believe you will pray very earnestly for the 
Lord to help you to live so those who follow you may be led aright. 

—Cora M. Dean. 


GO THOU AND PRAY 


Child, go and pray; 
*Tis morning now, the duties of today 
Are one by one unfolding to thy view, 
And bringing with them cares and burdens too; 
Thou needest much the strength of Him alway , 
‘Who bids thee go and pray. 


Child, go and pray; 

*Tis noontide now; that inward voice obey. — ‘ 
For aught thou knowest, ere the night draws nigh . 
Thou mayest need much strength thy task to ply; 

While brightly shines the rays of glad noonday, 
ae thou apart and pray. 3 


Child, go and pray; 
’Tis twilight now; turn from thy task away 
And seek again the ‘Master’ s smiling face... 
Thank him for mercy lent, for strength and grace, 
For his protection over thee today. 
Go thou apart and pray. 
—Selected. 


t 
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ON THE MARGIN 


HESE BOYS and this little girl were perhaps taking a walk down 

that beautiful shady avenue. They came to this stream with its 
pretty stone wall. But I fear that they are now doing something for 
which they may be sorry. It would be an easy matter for one of them 
to slip and fall into the water and perhaps drown. 

The biggest boy took the lead. There is not so much danger of his 
falling, for he is older and he is barefooted. But when he started, the 
others followed. I should not be surprized if that little boy with shoes 
on would slip and fall into the water. I hope the httle girl will not try 
to walk on the wall, for there 1s still greater danger for her. 

So it is. We do not live to ourselves. We have an influence. If 
we think that we can do a certain thing that is somewhat doubtful and 
not be harmed, let us take heed. Perhaps it may not hurt us, but some 
one may follow our example, and it may hurt that one. Let us have 
enough concern for others to refrain from doing anything that may 
prove hurtful to them. 

The older often influence the younger. So let the older brothers 
and sisters be careful as to what kind of example they set. 

As | look at this picture, I can not help thinking of something that 
should concern every child of God. On the one hand we have saints in 
the kingdom of God; on the other hand sinners in the kingdom of Satan, 
or, in other words, the world. There is a margin between the two. 
A suitable name for this margin is the danger-line. 


There are some saints who seem to try to get as near the world as 
they can and yet stay in the kingdom of God. They are on the danger- 
line. There is great danger of their slipping out of the kingdom of 
God into the world. If one person keeps near the world, he influences 
others to do likewise. 


A better way is to keep as far from the danger-line as possible. 
Kixplore the riches of the kingdom of God. The riches? Yes, the king- 
dom of God contains great riches. Explore and see. As you become 
more and more concerned about the things of God; as you draw nearer 
to him and behold more of his great goodness, he will become so lovely 
to you, and his way so attractive, that the world to you will lose all 
of its attraction. | 


~ This you will find to be a happy state. -You will find the pleasures 
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deeper, richer, more heavenly. You will be gloriously satisfied. You 
will not be sorry because you can not keep from influencing others, but 





will be glad that it is your privilege to influence others to a closer 
walk with God. The kind of pleasure you will have is the kind that 
continues through this life and also in the glory-world. 
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A LESSON FROM THE WEAVER 


BHAUTIFUL STORY has been told about a weaver who sat at 

his post, faithfully performing his task. Before him was a mix- 
ture of tangled threads and confused colors. Nothing about this was 
at all pleasing to the eye, but he toiled on. To an onlooker it might 
have seemed that he was only adding to the tangles, and so he was; but, 
behold, on the other side was a beautiful pattern. These tangled threads 
were necessary to bring out the design on the other side. The weaver 
could not see the beautiful design, but he knew that it was required of 
him to skilfully weave the material given, and this he was endeavoring 
to do. 

How much the life of a truly humble child of God might be com- 
pared to this! He sees only the wrong side of himself, as it were, while 
those around him may be gazing upon the lovely pattern that his con- 
secrated life exemplifies. As they are marveling at the singular beauty 
of his devoted life to God, they can not see the wrong side, or the side 
he sees himself, nor do they know how vain his untiring efforts some- 
times seem to be. But he continues to weave the material God sends, 
toiling on by faith, with his whole heart in his work. | 

Let us each learn a lesson from this weaver and apply it to our 
own hearts. We may not know the effect that our faithful lives will 
have upon those around us, nor shall we ever be able to tell how far our 
influence may. reach. But some one is watching our lives, and if we 
keep true to God and continue to weave the material he gives according 
to the pattern he has left us, although we see only the wrong side of 
ourselves, or rather, only our earnest efforts ofttimes ending in defeat, 
in the end when our task is completed the pattern will also be finished 
and our God will be glorified. 


BE YE ALSO READY 


ANY YEARS AGO the dear Savior uttered these words, so full 
of depth and meaning: ‘‘Be ye also ready.’’ How often, as we look 
around, we can see these words seemingly burst forth anew on every 
hand! How many heart-rending disasters occur, causing the death of 
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many! Then loudly sounds the warning voice, ‘‘Be ye also ready; 
for in such an hour as ye think not the Son of man cometh.”’ 

‘Methinks I can hear some young boy, some young girl, saying, 
‘‘T am so young; | just want to have a little more fun..-When I am 
older, I will not care so much for these things, and then I’ll serve the 
Lord.’’ Ah, God-desires our youth that he may fashion us into God- 
fearing men and women for his own wise purposes. Remember you 
will never truly enjoy the so-called pleasures and fun of this world 
after you have once heard the dear Lord’s wooing voice bidding you 
all sin abhor and give yourself, time, and talents into his loving control. 

I recently stood beside the flower-burdened casket of a departed 
friend, who was in her early teens, and whose prospects had been bright 
and happy. She left home one morning, cheerful and happy, but alas! 
in two hours she was a corpse, having met her death in a large fire. Oh, 
the sadness of such scenes! We know not how soon our turn to leave 
this world may come, and may God help us to live that we shall be ready 
when he comes. 

How beautiful the lives of those who early in life have decided to 


serve God! How sweet the command, ‘‘Remember thy Creator in the 


days of thy youth’’! God so richly rewards those who yield themselves 
unreservedly into his kind, fatherly care to let him have his way at all 
times and under all circumstances. Soon the workers, ministers, and 
missionaries of today will have passed away and gone to their reward. 
Then who will take their places and fill their ranks? Surely God will 
choose the faithful young folks, upon whom his blessings fall in rich 
profusion. —Inlhwan Meyer Hoag. 


JOURNEYING THROUGH TUNNELS 


ate eee ACROSS our country from the East to the West, 
you can choose no railroad route on which you will not encounter 
tunnels, some long and some short; and it not infrequently happens 
that the way of most beauty lies alone the way of most tunnels. 

As the train speeds along and you sit enjoying the passing beauties 
on either side of you, you are suddenly and perhaps unexpectedly 
plunged into a dark hole in the side of the mountain. Amid its din and 
smoke you can but look forward to and wonder what you will find at 
the end. You feel sure you will get through; for the engineer has 
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traveled that way before, and he has a steady hand and knows all the 
way. 
As you sit thinking about, and waiting for, the end, you suddenly 
emerge from the darkness, and, behold, there bursts upon your sight a 
scene of greater grandeur than you have heretofore beheld. Do you 
not revel in its beauties until you are perhaps plunged into another 
tunnel, only to emerge and behold more beauties? 

On a Christian’s journey from. earth to heaven, there must be tun- 
nels, dark places in life, where all seems confusion. As the Christian 
journeys along enjoying the beauties of the Christian way, he is sud- 
denly plunged into a place of darkness and trial. He should not get 
his mind upon the surrounding conditions, but think of what he will 
find when all is passed. He will get through of a surety if he resigns all 
to Jesus the engineer. The hand of Jesus is upon his life, His eye sees 
every inch of the track, and He knows every tunnel. 

It may seem that many tunnels must be passed, but remember 
that the way containing most tunnels often leads through the most beau- 
tiful scenes. 

If Jesus sees fit to carry you along the way with most tunnels, 
he wants to reveal beauties to you that you would not otherwise see. 





THE HAPPY OUTCOME OF A SEEMING FAILURE 


FEW YEARS AGO while a revival was being held in southern 

Missouri, the Spirit of God took hold upon the heart of a certain 
man, and he went to the altar and sought the Lord. When he began 
to pray, he felt the Spirit saying, ‘‘ Will you have family worship?”’ 
The man, being very unlearned, thought it a cross, but finally said, 
‘‘Yes, Lord, if you will save me, I will.’’ 

He began that night. His wife read the Bible and he prayed. All 
went well for several days. But one day a lawyer anda very prominent 
man, an infidel, came and asked to stay over night. The man gladly 
received them. After they had been there a while he thought of family 
worship. The enemy whispered, ‘‘Now, what are you going to do?’’ 
He fought with the suggestion for some time. ‘‘How ean I pray before 
these learned men?’’ thought he. But he was an overcomer and said, 
‘Lord, I will if you will help me.”’ 
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When the time for worship came, he said to the men: ‘‘Three weeks 
ago the Lord Jesus Christ came into my heart, and I promised him if 
he would save me I would have family worship.’’ He handed the Bible 
to. his wife, and she read as usual; then he knelt to pray, but all he said 
or could say was ‘‘O Lord.’’ His wife was so embarrassed that she 
did. not pray. 

That night after retiring he said: ‘‘ Wife, what shall I do? I can 
never pray again before any one. Oh, what a failure I made!”’ 

. After two days a man rode up to this Christian’s house, and upon 
going out to meet the visitor, he found that it was the infidel that had 
Stayed all night with him. 

‘‘My friend,’’ said the infidel, ‘‘I have come to hear more about 
your ‘God. That prayer the other night has been bothering me, and 
I can’t get away from it. Tell me more about him. He seems so real 
to you. I want to become acquainted with him.’’ 

‘*My prayer!’’ said the man. ‘‘Why, I made such a failure.’’ 

‘‘No, it was not a failure; for it convinced me of the reality of 
God,’’ replied the infidel. 

The brother then told him the simple gospel story. The infidel 
fell upon his knees and soon found peace and pardon. 

Reader, are you ever tempted to be discouraged when you seemingly 
make a failure? Does the devil ever tell you it is useless to try? Be 
encouraged; for God sometimes uses our seeming failures, making them 
the greatest blessing to souls. You had better try and make a failure 
than not try. This man was faithful, and God rewarded him for his 
sincerity and trueness. God will reward your feeblest effort for his 
cause. —Hdith A. Trask. 


A FEARFUL RESULT OF CARELESSNESS 


{fe THE LARGE asylum at Washington, D. C., an elderly man paced 
to and fro with head bowed and hands clasped, as if contemplating 
a serious matter. Suddenly he paused near the visitors, whom he had 
mistaken for railroad directors, and exclaimed: ‘‘Sirs, I failed to read 
my orders, and I ditched the train. Fourteen were killed.’’ Then he 
passed on, ‘only to interrupt the next person he met and repeat the same 
sorrowful confession. 
Twenty long years had passed by since the time of the accident to 
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which he referred; still the memory of it remained as vivid upon his 
mind as when first the realization of the awful truth overbalanced his 
reason. | : 

This pitiful incident furnishes material for sober thought. You 
know we are sometimes called pilgrims, or travelers, and our earthly 
existence has been likened to a journey through the brief space called 
time. We have been supplied with a guidebook, and this book contains 
orders that we should give heed to if we wish to reach our journey’s 
end in safety. 

We are responsible not only for our own welfare, but for that of 
others. Others are following in the footprints we leave behind us on 
the sands of time. These followers have placed confidence in our 
ability to read the directions rightly and to follow the orders our guide- 
book contains. Thus we serve the purpose of a chart to them. If we 
fail to read our orders, how fearful will be the results! Just a little 
carelessness may bring about a great disaster. 

The Bible is our guidebook. Have you been reading its directions 
and following them? If not, begin today and give careful attention 
to all you read. Do not allow yourself to think that you are too busy 
with other important matters. The busiest and most useful people this 
world has ever known found some time every day for careful, prayer- 
ful reading of the Book of books. And were they throwing their time 
away? Ah, we know they were not. And neither will our time be 
wasted if we follow their example in this respect. Only by doing so can 
we hope to escape the fearful condemnation that follows in the wake of 
that little (?) sin, neglect. —Elsie EK, Egermeier 


KNOWING ONE’S OWN WEAKNESS 


ee ARE MEN who never like to go up high. If a building is 
being raised, they will work like heroes as long as their feet are 
on the ground; but if they are asked to go up high, their courage fails 
quickly. Speaking of this, one man said: ‘‘My legs just crumble down 
under me when I think of going up high. I am weak and faint!’’ 

And yet that man had been a soldier and had fought bravely for 
his country. He simply knew his weakness, and felt that the safest 
place for him was on the ground. 
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He is a wise man who, knowing his weakness, keeps on the safe 
side. If one knows that his limbs are likely to cramp when in cold 
water, he had better never go in swimming. If the head is inclined to 































































































































































































































































































‘¢swim’’ when one climbs to a high place, why risk life by taking that 
fearful chance? 

And it is a fact that all men have some place where they are weak, 
not only in body, but in soul. Knowing this so well, because he knows 
all things, God says to you and me: ‘‘Go not in the way of danger! 
Walk not in the counsels of the ungodly!’’ Just as positively does the 
enemy of your soul say to you: ‘‘You are all right! Don’t be afraid!’’ 
That was the way he trapped the first woman in the world. ‘‘Ye shall 
not surely die.’’ Even at that moment the voice of God was ringing 
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in the ears of Eve: ‘‘In the day that thou eatest thereof, thou shalt 
surely die.’’ 

In a little while Eve learned what a terrible thing it is to drive 
weakness to the test. Better by far to have said, ‘‘I am weak here, | 
my heavenly Father! Let thy great strength be my support!’’? Then 
all would have been well. . 

And this is just as true regarding young people now. It is never 
safe to place oneself in the way of temptation unnecessarily. Keep 
away from everything that allures the soul to its destruction. 

The time comes to us all—it will come over and over again, as 
long as life lasts—when we shall have to decide whether we will meas- 
ure our strength with the wiles of the evil one. Never let us do it! 
Better by far to say: ‘‘I have not the strength to do it myself! I know 
the weakness of my heart! But thou, my Father who art in heaven, art 
strong! Be thou my strength! Then I shall be able to stand against 
this enemy of my soul!”’ 

And that is all we need to do. We never shall be put in a place 
where God’s strength will not be all we shall need to carry us safely 
through. } 

The bravest man in all the world is the man who knows his weak- 
ness, and how to get and to use the strength which is from above. 

—Boy Life. 


THE WAY OF DECEPTION 


HERE LIE BEFORE us two ways—one the way of truth, which 

leads to heaven; the other the way of deception, which leads to 
destruction. God is seeking people to travel the way of truth; the 
devil is seeking people to travel the way of deception. God has his way 
pictured out in his Word. It is a way where no sin can ever come to | 
defile. The devil has no Bible. He pictures his way to the minds of 
the young with many gaudy paintings and lying deceits. 

Let us represent his way: as a stairway. On every one who travels 
this way the devil puts a pair of his eye-glasses. These make every 
step below you look more beautiful than the one on which you stand; 
they make death, hell, and the judgment seem a long way off. Every 
step downward dulls the senses. The prayers and pleadings of God’s 
children have less effect; the voice of Jesus becomes fainter and fainter ; 
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and often the travelers become entirely deaf to the wooings of the 
Spirit of God. 

When a youth once peeps down this glittering stairway, he hears 
voices of mirth and revelry, and beautiful strains of music. Many 
charming pictures of fame, wealth, and honor are painted before his 
mind’s eye. So he thinks he will try this way for a while at least. But 
behind some of the beauties he finds a thorn. He considers a moment, 
but decides he will not be cheated in this way; he will have some fun 
yet; so on and on he goes, stepping from bad to worse. 

The way of sinful pleasure is all the way the same. It never brings 
lasting joy. Fun may come for a season, but when that has passed, 
the heartaches are worse than before. If you are on the way of decep- 
tion, retrace your steps; never take another step downward in sin. The 
devil may tell you the Christian way is steep, but while traveling it 
you will have some one to help you. You will have Jesus to lean on 
at all times. He has promised never to leave nor forsake those who 
travel the strait and narrow way. —Nora Hunter. 


THE MIRAGE 


HILE PASSING through Kansas a few years ago we were look- 

ing out of the car window at the great tracts of rolling prairie 
land. It was covered with prairie grass and was very dry, as it rains 
but little in this part of the State. There was an occasional house; and 
at every house was a wind-mill to draw the water from the wells, which 
were several hundred feet deep. 

Suddenly there appeared to our view a beautiful lake or wide river, 
which was as clear as crystal, and in whose depths we could see the 
reflection of trees and houses upside down, as if they had been painted 
there by an artist’s hand. I asked how this lake came to be here, 
as we had passed along this same road many times before and had seen 
only dry prairie land. But suddenly the beautiful lake disappeared 
and left only the rolling prairie in its place. We learned that the 
lovely vision was only a mirage, or illusion of the sight, caused by cer- 
tain conditions of the atmosphere. 

We saw many more scenes similar to this one while passing through 
those parts. Sometimes there would appear to be farms and trees in 
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the sky some distance above the horizon. It was all very enticing to 
look upon. 

This mirage reminded me of the pleasures of the world, which 
‘always appear so real, so beautiful, so fascinating, and yet we find 
them to be only illusions. When we try to grasp them, they disappear 
and leave only a dry, barren waste. . 

The Word of God says, ‘‘ At thy right hand are pleasures forever- 
more.’’ In serving the Lord there is pleasure that is real and lasting. 
It satisfies the young as well as the old. —Hva M. Wray. 


DISAPPOINTMENT 


Wie OF THE readers of these pages are no doubt young; yet 
there are not any of you, I suppose, that do not know the mean- 
ing of the word ‘‘disappointment,’’ and you likely know something 
of the experience, too. There is probably no one who has never, in 
any way, been disappointed. 

Some disappointments are greater than others. Recently I chanced 
to know of a man who was disappointed in a business undertaking. 
Success or failure meant much to him, and he was more disappointed 
than the man who desired to catch a certain train but arrived at the 
depot a monent too late. 

Perhaps some of you have desired to pass into a higher grade in 
school and have failed, or possibly you have expected to go somewhere 
and have been hindered. How did you feel? ‘‘Disappointed,’’ you 
reply. 
We know how keenly we feel disappointment in regard to the things 
which pertain only to this life, and which are really of but little value. 
How, then, shall we feel when we come to the close of this life if we 
can only look back over days and years that have been misspent and 
wasted? 

If we have failed in the school examination, we can try again and 
perhaps pass the next time. Also, if we desired to go somewhere and 
were hindered, perhaps at some ae time we shall have the privi- 
lege of going. 

But when we have once lived our lives, we can never recall them. 
If our time has been wasted, we can never redeem it. How important, 
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then, that we spend our time profitably and live for God as the days 
go by! for when we have finished our course and review the past, we 
can not change it. The only way to avoid disappointment in regard 
to the way in which our lives have been spent is to begin now, and ° 
then spend each day as we shall be glad we did at the close of life. 
—Nettie L. Berghouse. 


THE BITTER AND THE SWEET 


The skies can not always be clear, my dear; 

The merriest eye may still have its tear; 

The sorrow that lurks in your bosom today, 

Like the clouds, when you've wept, will go floating away, 
And the skies will be blue that are sullen and gray. 


If it’s going to rain, my dear, it will rain; 

The day will not brighten because you complain. 

There are sorrows that every good woman must bear, 
There are griefs of which every good man has a share; 

It is only the fool who has never a care. 


The skies can not always be clear, my dear; 

Sweets wouldn’t be sweet were no bitterness here; 

There could never be joy if there never was sorrow; 

The sob of today may be laughter tomorrow; 

There is gladness as well as black trouble to borrow. 
—Chicago Record-Herald. 


THE SUBWAY AND THE ELEVATED WAY 


i fe THE GREAT city of New York there are many different means 
of transportation to accommodate the millions of busy people who 
are constantly rushing to and fro about their daily business or pleasure. 

There are steam railways, electric railways, and cable cars, sub- 
ways and elevated ways. Of the last two I wish to speak especially. 

The subway is built many feet under the ground, and is intensely 
dark, except as it is artificially hghted. The foul air from the city set- 
tles down into its depths, making it unhealthy. But the depots, which 
are built at intervals of every mile along the way, are very attractive, 
being of very handsome workmanship. Where the way is very deep, 
there are elevators to carry the passengers. 
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The elevated way is built high above the surface of the ground, 
and all the other railways and vehicles run beneath it. Sometimes 
while riding on it, one can look into the sixth-story windows. This 
railway is built very solid and substantial. Its trains stop more fre- 
quently than the subway trains to admit passengers, but it is not so 
attractive as the subway, and the task of ascending the steep flights of 
stairs is laborious. 7 

These two ways remind me of the broad way of sin and the high 
way of holiness. The broad way of sin tunnels beneath all that is holy 
and good. In this way the Sun of righteousness never shines, but it is 
so lighted by the false lights of folly and pleasures of this world and 
its resorts are so gilded by sin and vanity that it looks very attractive 
and is very popular. Vast multitudes of earth are traveling this way 
day by day, regardless of the foul atmosphere of iniquity, which leads 
to spiritual disease and death. | 

The elevated way is a good illustration of the way of holiness, 
which is elevated high above all the by*ways of sin and is hghted by 
the Sun of righteousness. This way does not look so attractive to the 
pleasure-seeking multitudes and is not so popular as the broad way of 
sin. Neither does it seem so easy of access, as one must lay aside every 
weight of sin to ascend to this holy way.. But oh! this is the only way 
to true pleasure and satisfaction in this world and the only way to 
eternal life. 

‘‘Wide is the gate and broad is the way that leadeth to destruc- 
tion, and many there be that go in thereat.’’ ‘‘Strait is the gate and 
narrow is the way that leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it.”’ 
Jesus says, ‘‘I am the way, the truth and the life.’’ We all have the 
privilege of going the holy way with him in this life. 

—Eva M. Wray. 


SERIAL TALKS BY MABEL HALE 
No. 1—God the Creator 


O OUT-OF-DOORS and look up at the great heavens over all; see 
the sky so blue, the sun in its brightness, the beautiful clouds, or 

the moon and stars as they shine by night. Look upon the green fields, 
the lovely trees, and the pretty flowers; the rivers and small streams, 
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the mighty mountains,-and ‘the great ocean. Think of all the birds and 
tiny insects, of the animals that work for us and those that are wild. 
See men as they walk about. Look and think on all these things, and then 
ask yourself: ‘‘Whence did all these come? Who made them?”’’ 

They all came from one sourcee—God. He created them all. This” 
great God, the Creator of the worlds, the Maker of all things, is over 
all. If we compare ourselves with him, we are as nothing. His great 
all-seeing eye looks down on all things; he sees everything. 

Not even a sparrow falls to the ground but God takes notice of it. 
The other day when Tommy threw a stone and killed the turtle-dove, 
God saw him, and he saw the dove that fell. If he sees the birds and 
tiny insects, he will surely take notice of us. We never speak a word or 
think a thought but he knows it. He knows if we are in trouble or are 
doing wickedly, and not one of us seeks to please him but he sees and 
knows it all. 

If he were a cruel God, how long could any of us stand in his pres- 
ence? But he is not cruel. Al] his thoughts toward us are kind. God 
is good. Every good gift we have is from him. The bread you eat 
and the clothes you wear are all from him. The kind mother that 
watches over you and every good thing you enjoy are gifts from God. 
God is love. So loving and kind is he that he sees every tear and hears 
every prayer. He is always ready to comfort and help us. His love is 
past finding out. : 

Now, that we have learned to know such a God, let us have hearts 
that love to serve and worship him. 


No. 2—God’s Laws 


Springtime comes and with it the leaves and the blossoms and the 
grass. The birds come back from the south and build their nests in 
the trees, and the frogs begin to croak in the ponds. Summer comes 
with its sunshine and fruits and harvest, and autumn follows, when the 
leaves fall and the yellow corn is gathered into the bafn. Then winter, 
with its cold and its snow,. again precedes the welcome spring. Not 
once has it failed to be thus. 

Kivery morning the sun rises out of the east, and each evening it 
sets in the west. The moon comes with its regular changes, and the 
stars are always in their places. The rivers flow on in their rush to 
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the sea, and the ocean rolls, as the tides come and go. Everything in 
nature is governed by law, and each thing obeys its law. The birds 
build their nests and sing to our delight, and the beasts fill their God- 
appointed places. Who made all these laws? God. - 

God does not think more of the green fields, the running streams, 
and the blazing sun than he thinks of us. If he made laws to govern 
the things of less importance, would he not make laws to govern us 
also, who are his noblest work? God has given us laws, but men have 
turned away from them. Many people are not filling their places as 
are all the other things in nature; they are walking in disobedience. 
But God still wants obedience to his laws, and we can obey him if we 
will. Thus, each person must decide for himself. Every one of us 
ean glorify God if we will. 


No. 3—God’s Laws for Men 


When God first began talking to men, he gave them laws only as 
he spoke to them directly or as he sent angels to tell them what to do. 
His first commands were perhaps that they should offer up burnt offer- 
ings and sacrifices. Then he gave them a law that was to be written. 
Part of this law he himself wrote on tables of stone for the children of 
Israel. This law was very strict, and it taught the people not to wor- 
ship idols, but to worship the only true God. But as this law could 
not make their hearts better, they were continually breaking it. 

Then a new and better law was given. It is called the gospel, or 
the law of love. Instead of this law being written on stone, it is written 
in our hearts so we love to obey it. It has power to change the heart 
so that we who keep this law, no longer want to do sinful things. Rather, 
we love to keep the laws of God. | 

There are two-great commandments in God’s law. The first one 
is, ‘‘Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all 
thy soul, and with all thy mind.’’ And the other one is this: ‘‘Thou 
shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.’’ You see, this all depends on love, 
but God will put it in our hearts, and it is easy then to obey the Lord. 


No. 4—Disobedience 


Mama put a pretty vase on the mantel and told little Katie not to 
touch it lest it break, but Katie did touch it, and there it lies in tiny 


90 . LITTLE SERMONS 


bits on the floor. Katie disobeyed, and now she is in trouble. Nearly 
all the trouble in the world comes because some one has been disobedient. 

God hates disobedience. God sent Adam and Eve out of the Gar- 
den of Eden because they were disobedient. In the days of Noah, God 
destroyed all the people except eight, because they were disobedient. 
He allowed the children of Israel to be taken captive many times by 
their enemies because they were disobedient. He would not permit 
Moses to go into Canaan because he was disobedient in one thing. God 
hates disobedience just as much now as he ever did. 

God sees every one of us, and he notices the least disobedience, and 
he has made penalties by which we are all to be punished for our sins. 
Do you not feel bad if you have been disobedient? That is God’s first 
punishment for disobedience. Such a punishment is almost unendur- 
able, but as one goes further into sin worse punishments are given. 

Sin is the cause of many diseases in this world. Besides this, it 
also takes away peace and happiness, and after death it causes one to 
go into eternity unprepared to meet God, separated from all that is 
good. If boys and girls would become good men and women, as they 
ought, they must learn to hate every kind of disobedience. 


No. 5—Jesus Christ 


God made his laws to be obeyed, and he hates disobedience with a 
perfect hatred. But how does he regard the one who has disobeyed? 
To find out this we must hear the most wonderful story of love the 
world has ever known. 

The law has said that the soul that sins must surely die. This 
death means eternal separation from God and from allewho are good, 
and banishment with the devil and his angels into everlasting torment. 

But God loved men, and he saw a way for them to be forgiven. 
He could not change his laws, for then sin would come to heaven and 
spoil it. There was but one way, and that was for some one who was 
great enough to do it, to die instead of men. If some one great enough 
to do this could be found, then men could go free. 

The Son of God was great enough to do this, so God gave his only 
begotten Son to die that men might be saved. Not one of us could 
live right if it were not for Christ’s death. -He tasted death for every 
man, and through his death each one of us may be saved from sin. All 
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that is left now is that each see his need of help, confess that he is a 
sinner, turn away from sin, and believe on Jesus as God’s Son and 
man’s Redeemer. Then God will take away our sins and set us free. 
Not only will he forgive our sins, but he will take away that in us which 
makes us want to sin, and give us power to live right. 

Can you say that you have accepted this gift and that you have 
been made free from your sins? 


No. 6—Repentance 


Lois loved her mother, but she was a careless little girl who was 
always forgetting something she was expected to do. ‘‘Oh, I forgot,’’ 
was her constant plea for her many shortcomings. Mama would re- 
prove, and Lois would ask forgiveness and promise to do better; but 
in a little while it was the same thing over again. 

One day Mama called Lois and reproved her for something she ’ 
had neglected, and again Lois said: 

‘‘T am sorry, Mama. Please forgive me.’’ 

Mama answered, ‘‘No, I can not forgive you.’’ 

Lois looked up in amazement. 

‘Lois, you are always saying ‘forgive me,’ but you do not try to 
overcome your fault. When you are truly sorry so that you will try 
to do better, I will forgive you.”’ 

This was a new thought to Lois, and a hard one for her to under- 
stand. Not to be forgiven by Mama seemed an awful thing. ‘‘I have 
been so naughty that even Mama can not forgive me,’’ she thought. 
_She began to feel very sorry, and went to her mother, weeping and 
saying, ‘‘Mama, I am truly sorry, and I will do better. I will not be 
so careless. Please forgive me.”’ | 
Mama saw that she was in earnest this time, and freely forgave 
heres: 

Some people who are sinners in the sight of God ask forgiveness 
just as Lois did at first. They do not quit the sin, and they are not 
very sorry, but they just say, ‘‘Forgive me,’’ and do not mean very 
much by it. But no one will ever be forgiven by the Lord until he truly 
repents so that he will quit doing bad things. God knows the heart, 
and if we do not repent, he will not forgive. 
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No. 7—Reconciliation 


We have learned that repentance makes us turn away from our 
sins. But there are scriptures that tell us how to do this. One scrip- 
ture reads thus: 

‘‘Therefore if thou bring thy gift to the altar, and there remem- 
berest that thy brother hath aught against thee; leave there thy gift 
before the altar, and go thy way; first be reconciled to thy brother, and 
then come and offer thy gift.’’ 

To be reconciled means to make up any quarrel or remove any 
bad feelings that may be existing between you and some one else. When 
you really repent of your. sins, you feel sorry for all the bad things you 
have done in the sight of God and all you have done against any one else. 

If you want God to forgive you, you must go and ask the people 
you have quarreled with to forgive you for all you have done. Or if 
you have talked about any one, or have done any mean thing against 
them or to them, go and ask them to forgive you. If you do not know 
where the person is, or if he is so unkind that after you have asked 
him to forgive you he will not, the Lord says he will accept what you 
can do. If you have done your best to make it right, that is a that 
God will ask. 

Sometimes people who have not asked forgiveness of those at 
they have wronged profess to be forgiven of God. Even when they 
know they should ask others’ forgiveness, they are not willing to do so. 
If we are right in the sight of God, it is because we are doing all we 
know to do to please him. 

It is hard to ask forgiveness, but the sweet feeling of peace that 
comes into the heart rewards us for the effort. 


No. 8—Restitution 


Suppose that John should go to Harry’s desk and take his pencil 
and keep it, and that after a while, feeling very sorry for what he had 
done, he should go to Harry and confess his wrong and give back the 
pencil. Giving back what one has stolen or gotten by any dishonest 
method is called restitution. 

The Bible teaches that when any one is repenting, he must ‘‘restore 
the pledge, give again what he has robbed,’’ and that he can then walk 
in the ways of the Lord. The Lord would have all of his people live in 
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such a way that others can have confidence in their lives; that is why he 
wants us to get all these wrong things out of the way. 

It does not pay to be dishonest; for if we are ever clear in the sight 
of God, all these wrong things must be made right. 

Once there was a poor woman who had a cow to sell, and a man 
knew that she had to sell the cow so she could pay off a debt that was 
due. So he bought the cow and gave the poor woman only part of what 
the cow was worth. But when he sought the Lord to get saved, he 
remembered what he had done, and so he went and paid the rest of the 
price. 

A boy who, with some other boys, had stolen some chickens, which 
they cooked and ate along the creek, remembered this when he wanted 
to be saved, and he made it right with the owner of the chickens. 

It is hard to confess and make right all such things, but they who 
will not do this are not fit for the kingdom of God. 


No. 9—Forgiving 


To teach the people a lesson on forgiving one another, Jesus told 
this parable: 

A certain man owed the king a large.sum x money. He could not 
pay, and so he asked the king to forgive him and wait a while. The 
king kindly forgave all the debt and sent the man away. — 

Later this man saw a man who owed him just a small sum, and 
this other man could not pay. He asked to be forgiven also, but the 
first man would not forgive him. Instead he treated him shamefully, 
and threatened to cast him into prison until he could pay the debt. 
This was very wrong, and some other men, when they saw what had 
been done, went and told the king how meanly the man had acted. 

The king was grieved, and he sent for the man he had forgiven and 
asked him why he had acted the way he had. Then he told the wicked 
man that, after all, his own great debt must all be paid or he would be 
put into prison. And so it will be with all who from their hearts for- 
give not their brother his trespasses. 

If we do not forgive the wrongs that others do to us, the Lord can 
not forgive us. Although God has given us all the good things that 
we possess, we have refused to serve him; yet when we come and ask 
him to forgive us, he is always ready to do so. We are forgiven as 
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soon as we ask. But we must be ready to forgive every one who has 
wronged us. 

Jesus taught us to say, ‘‘Forgive us as we forgive those who tres- 
pass against us.’’ That is really asking God not to forgive us if we | 
have not forgiven every one who has done us wrong. 


No. 10—Conversion 


After you have decided to do all that the Lord has asked you to 
do to obtain salvation, and you have come to God with all your heart, 
then he will hear you and will be very near you to forgive all your sins. 
The way is not Hard now; for the Word of God says plainly that ‘‘if 
we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and 
to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.’’ 

If you have confessed to God all your sinful, naughty ways, and 
asked him to forgive you, he says he does it. You have only to believe 
him. And when you do believe him, he will send the Holy Spirit to 
you to bear witness in, your heart that you are forgiven. You yourself 
will know that you are forgiven, just as well as you know that you have 
asked. A sweet peace will fill your heart such as you have never before 
felt. | 

Your heart will be changed so that you will hate the sinful things 
of the world and love the good, pure things of God. You will not want 
to do anything that would be displeasing to the Lord, and you will be 
so happy that you will want to do all you can to please the Lord. Your 
heart will be filled with love for God and for all people. 

This wonderful change in the heart and life of a person is called 
conversion, the new birth, pardon, or regeneration. 


No. 11—Baptism 


Before Jesus began his ministry, he went down to the Jordan. 
where John the Baptist was baptizing the people, and was baptized 
in that river. When he came up out of the water, God spoke from 
heaven and said, ‘‘T'his is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.’’ 
And the Holy Ghost came as a dove and alighted upon him. 

Jesus’ disciples went about baptizing, and later, after Jesus went 
up to glory, all who believed on him were baptized. When the jailer 
who had charge of Paul in prison was converted, he and all his house 
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were baptized. Jesus had left the commandment that all nations should 
be taught his words_and be baptized in his name. 

When we are baptized, we testify that we believe that Jesus died 
and rose again, and that we have become his disciples. By going down 
into the water we testify that we are dead to sin and all sinful pleas- 
ures, and by coming out of the water we testify that we are raised up 
to walk in newness of life before the world. 

May God help each one of you who make this solemn testimony 
to the world, to never turn back into sin; for if you do, you will tell 
the world that the Lord failed to do what he promised—did not deliver 
you out of every trial. It is too bad that some who taste the good 
things of God turn again and by their lives testify to such a falsehood 
about the loving Lord Jesus. 


No. 12—Bearing Fruit 


‘‘By their fruits ye shall know them.’’ Those who have repented 
and have been born again, show the fruits of it in their lives. It is 
impossible to have the Spirit of God with us and yet live as sinners do. 

If you were to see a tree full-‘of peaches, you would know that it 
was a peach-tree, and though another might argue that it was an apple- 
tree you would know better, for you would know it by its fruits; or 
if you were eating a sweet apple, you would be quick to deny its being 
a sour apple. You would know by the fruit that the tree was a peach- 
tree; you would know by the taste that the apple was sweet. 

Just so it is with those who say they are Christians. If a person 
is gentle, kind, and humble, always trying to do just what he should 
all-the time, you know that he is a real Christian; but if he is cross and 
dishonest, and does not even try to live by the Bible, then you know 
that he is not a Christian, even though he says that he is. 

It is not good, however, for us to be watching others to see if they 
are Christians; we ought to watch ourselves to see that we live as we 
should. 

A person professing to be a Christian and yet living wrong is like 
an apple-tree full of sour, bitter apples that no one wants; while a per- 
son who lives as a Christian should is like a good tree bearing good, 
sweet fruit. 
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No. 13—The Fruits of the Spirit 


If a Christian is known by his fruits, then we should all know the 
kinds of fruit that we ought to bear, so we can discern whether we are 
truly Christians. The Bible tells us what kinds of fruit the Christian 
bears: ‘‘The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, long-suffering, gen- 
tleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance; against such.there is 
no law.”’ . 

The Christian who lives by the Golden Rule—‘‘As ye would that 
men should do to you, do ye even so to them likewise’’—will bear these 
fruits. / 

It is not enough that we keep from being unkind and cross, or that 
we are not really proud and hateful. We must be actually kind and 
good, patient and gentle with all. There is an influence that like a sweet 
perfume goes out from the life of one who is living right before God; 
these fruits of the Spirit will be seen in that life. 2 

A person can not bear these fruits, no matter how hard he tries, 
unless he has received the Spirit of God. ‘‘If any man have not the 
Spirit of Christ, he is none of his.’’ 


No. 14—Temptation 


Mollie was given a little bag of melon seeds and sent to the garden | 
to plant them three in a hill. At first it was fun to do this, for she was 
thinking of the good melons that would be ready to eat by and by; but 
after a while she became tired, and it seemed that the seeds went so 
slowly. She was tempted to put more than three in a place, and I am 
sorry to say that she did it some times. 

Still, her seeds were not gone when it was time to go to dinner, 
and she hated to think of coming back after dinner to finish. A greater 
temptation came this time, a temptation to do a thing really dishonest 
and deceitful. At first she would not; but she kept thinking it over 
and at last decided to do it, for she thought, ‘‘No one will ever know.”’ 
So she went over into a corn-field a short way off and buried all the 
rest of the seeds there in one place. | 

Her parents were surprized that she had finished planting the 
melon seeds so soon, and asked her if she had been careful to plant only 
three in a place. She said that sometimes she did let four fall in, but 
that she had planted all the seeds. 
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No one suspected her dishonesty or that the last part of her con- 
fession was wrong. She had not really planted the seeds, but buried 
them. 

One day when she and her grandpa were walking out in the field, 
they came by the place where the melon seeds had been buried. There 
was a great bunch of vines. Then she knew that her dishonesty had 
been discovered. | 

A Christian is sometimes tempted, like Mollie, to do what is not 
right. If he refuses to do the wrong thing, he is not guilty of sinning; 

but if, like Mollie, he yields to the temptation, then he sins. 
‘‘Yield not to temptation, for yielding is sin.’’ 


No. 15—Prayer 


Prayer is the key that unlocks the storehouse of God in which are 
all good things. By prayer we talk to God and he talks to us. Prayer 
gives strength to the one who is tempted to do wrong and to the one 
who is almost discouraged. No one can live for God without much 
- earnest prayer. | 

Prayer is simply asking God for what you want, and thanking him 
for what he gives and does. To kneel down and say some words as 
you would repeat a verse to some one is not always prayer; prayer 
is the sincere desire of the heart. It is possible to pray without saying 
any words if one’s heart desires something very much and looks to 
God for that which one desires. God understands the very thoughts 
of-our hearts. : 

Each day you should take time to pray, even if things are going 
well and you are not in special need. At these times you should thank 
God for all he is giving you. Not a day should go by without this 
thanksgiving. . 

You should pray whenever you are in temptation and trial. The 
Lord is always near to help those who call upon him. | 

When you are afraid and troubled, if you will call upon God he 
will comfort you and take care of you. I once read of a man who had 
to ride through a very dangerous country. He was much afraid lest 
robbers should overtake him; but he got through safely. Years after- 
wards he was with a dying robber who said: 
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‘<T once tried to take your life. Jt was that time when you were 
riding through the forest.’’ 

‘¢And why did you not kill me then? I was alone and had money 
with me.”’ 

‘‘There were too many of you,’’ was the answer. ‘‘When you got 
off your horse and kneeled there by it, I saw two men with you, one 
on each side, and I was afraid to touch you.’’ 

God had protected him while he was praying by making the robber 
think he saw three men instead of one. 


No. 16—Consecration 


Every one who is converted and lives right for some time finds 
that he has a continual fight with the self-life and the works of the flesh. 
It is impossible for a person to get much else done in the service of God 
while fighting the battle with the self-life all the time. Therefore every 
faithful one longs for something better. And God has provided that 
better thing. In order to get it we must be willing for God to have his 
way with us. We must submit ourselves entirely to him. 

You may think that you gave up all when you were saved, but you 
then came asking only for forgiveness, and promising to live right in 
God’s sight. It is one thing to cease from doing evil, but quite another 
thing to consecrate things that are good. God may not give us all the 
good things that we want, or he may ask us to do things that seem hard 
for us to do. Sometimes we must forsake things that we love very 
much, in order to please God. 

Perhaps you want to go to school, but circumstances make it al- 
most impossible. You would like a new dress, but you could do without 
it and send the money to the missions. You want books, but can not 
get them. You feel in your heart that God is calling you to give all 
your time and talents to his service, but you hope te do something else. 
A little brother is sick, and you do not want him to die; you almost 
say he must not. 

Consecration means that in all such eases you say yes to God’s way, 
and give up your own way willingly. If all young Christians would 
readily learn this lesson of submission, how much more good they 
could do in the world! 
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No. 17—Sanctification 


Jesus prayed that his people might be sanctified. This is the 
experience we have spoken of which satisfies the hearts of God’s chil- 
dren. Jesus told the disciples that sanctification is not for unsaved 
people, for they do not understand it, and can not receive it. It is for 
the people of God, for they. know God and can understand his will. 

When one of God’s children comes to God asking for sanctifica- 
tion, this is what he says in his heart: 

‘‘Q Lord, here I am. I have been serving thee to the best of my 
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ability. I behold thy wondrous, unselfish love, and want to be like 
thee. I find that I am selfish in many ways, and sometimes there is an 
unwillingness in my heart to let thee have thy way with me. My nature 
is wrong. Now, I come to thee in spite of that in me which is wicked 
and rebellious, and give up all my own way and will, and from this time 
on thou mayest have first place in my heart. I consecrate myself to 
thee, and pray thee to cleanse out of my nature that which is sinful 
and impure, and fill me with the Holy Ghost, that I may always serve 
thee perfectly. Thy will be done in me.’’ : 

When you can pray this way, and mean it from your heart, God 
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will hear and cleanse you, and fill you with his Holy Spirit. The. 
self-life will die, and the Holy Spirit will reign in its place. 


No. 18—The Holy Spirit 


There is one God,, but he manifests himself to us and to the world 
in three persons—God the Father, Jesus the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 

It was the Holy Spirit, or the Holy Ghost, that made you feel that 
you ought to serve the Lord, and made you feel conscious of being a ~ 
sinner. It is the Holy Spirit that speaks to your heart and makes you 
know that all your sins are forgiven, and it is he that is with you, giv- 
ing you grace and helping you to do the right. It is he that warns you 
if you are about to disobey the Lord, or if you are letting the world into 
your heart. He urges you always to live near the Lord. 

But in the experience -of sanctification he does yet another work 
for the people of God. He comes into the heart and abides there as 
a continual guest. When he enters the heart, it is cleansed of the sinful 
nature that was there, and is filled with his presence. | 

The sinful nature was always drawing the heart towards sin, but 
now the Holy Spirit is always drawing the heart towards God and 
heavenly things. This is what makes the experience of sanctification 
so much better than the experience of justification. 

The Holy Spirit is easily grieved, and we should aya be care- 
ful to please the Lord in everything. 


No. 19—Love 


After one has the experience of sanctification, he then grows in 
grace and in the knowledge of God. Of course, he grows some before, 
but not as he does afterwards. 

Love is one of the fruits of the Spirit, and it is the most prominent 
grace in the Christian’s life. Love is a wonderful thing, and without 
it the world would be like a desert. 

The Christian loves God first and best, and serves God with all 
his heart and soul. He is willing for God to do as He will with him, 
all the time. 

Then the Christian loves his own people—his father, mother, and 
near relatives. He shows this love by being kind, affectionate, and 
obedient. 
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He loves his neighbors and friends, and shows it by being a good 
neighbor and a true friend. 

He loves the stranger, and shows it by being hospitable and kind. 

He loves the heathen and those who know not Christ, and shows 
it by praying and giving, and sometimes by going across the great ocean 
to tell the gospel story. | 

The Christian loves his enemies and those who mistreat him, and | 
shows it by being kind and doing good to them, even if they are mean. 
This is not always easy to do, but the one who has the Holy Spirit in 
his heart is able to do it. 

Sometimes the Christian finds that he has not as much love as he 
needs. When this is the case, he can go to God and ask for more grace 
and love. God’s storehouse is full, and we may all have love enough 
to reach everybody. 


No. 20—The Temple 


In Jerusalem was the beautiful temple of God, built of stones cut 
and fashioned to fit into the walls. It was ornamented with gold and 
silver and precious stones, and in it were offered the sacrifices to God, 
and here God met with -his people. 

The time came when God no longer honored this temple, because 
he had a better one in the earth. This new temple is not made of stone 
as was the former, but is built up of men and women. LEivery person 
who is saved is a stone in this building. ‘‘We are builded together for 
a habitation of God through the Spirit.’’ : 

The stones in the old temple were cut and fashioned by men, that 
they might fit perfectly, but the stones in this other temple are made 
ready through the blood of Jesus Christ. In days of old the Lord met 
with his children in the temple and over the mercy-seat, and to find the 
Lord every one went to Jerusalem; now God’s temple is in the hearts 
of his children, and wherever a fow of them are gathered together, 
there the Lord will meet with them. God’s people are his temple, a 
living, growing spiritual house that is a joy and praise in the earth. 

This temple is God’s church. Many do not understand this, and, 
thinking the church is something to be joined, they do not know that 
when one is saved into the family of God one is then in the temple, or 
church of God. 
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This temple is growing, as more and more people are converted, 
until it is spreading all over the world. Death does not take people out 
of the temple, for it is made up of all God’s people in heaven and on 
earth. In this great temple are Peter and John and Paul, and all the 
men of God who have ever lived, and all God’s people who are living 
now. And besides all the others, you yourself are in it if you are 
converted. 


No. 21—The Body of Christ 


You have a body composed of many members, and in this body 
you live. This body obeys you, the feet going where you wish to go, 
the hands doing what you desire them to do, the eyes looking where 
you turn them, and the mouth speaking what you want to say. 

Every member of your body is necessary to make you complete. 
You would suffer much before you would have so much as a little finger 
cut off. If your finger should get mashed, you would immediately 
grasp it with the other hand and try to relieve its pain. If something 
were about to hurt your eye, you would put your hand over it to protect 
it. So all your members are ready to help one another. 

When Jesus was here on earth, he had a body as you have; but he 
is not here in that body now. Nevertheless, there is a body here in this 
world that is called the body of Christ; and this body does his bidding 
just as your body does your bidding. It is a spiritual body and is made 
up of all the people of God, each person being a particular member and 
having a special work to do. I have ten fingers, yet not one of them 
can do the work that belongs to the eye. So each member in the body 
of Christ has his own work to do. One is a preacher; another, a mis- 
sionary; another, a farmer who works to have money to give to the 
Lord; another is a father or a mother rearing a family of children 
for the Lord; another is a child doing all he can to please the Lord. 
Hach in his own place is doing the work that needs to be done for Jesus 
in this world. 

Jesus lives in this spiritual body and directs each member. He 
has no children who are not members in this body, and only the children 
of God can be members. This body is God’s church. All the members 
in this body love one another, and will not hurt or injure one another. 
It is the love that all these members have one for another that convinces 
the world that they are the children of God. 
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No. 22--One Church 


We have seen that the church is made up of all the people of God, 
and that God loves them all alike. Jesus died that his people might 
all be one, and he hates divisions and trouble among his people. Just 
as one stock can bear only one vine, so only one church can be built 
on Jesus. He saves people by taking away their sins and making their 
hearts right. When a man is saved, he is a child of God. 

There are many churches in this world, but God did not will that 
there should be. Men have made these churches, and they are joined 
in much the same way as one would join a club or a lodge. If a person 
joins one he is no better, or if he does not join he is no worse. In these 
churches that men have made are many people who have not known 
God at all, and besides these are many of God’s own children who have 
joined after they were saved into the true church, which is his body. 

Jesus prayed that we might all be one and it is grieving to him for 
God’s people to be divided into so many different churches. He made 
just one by saving the people and making them all children of God. His 
ehureh is the vine that gets strength to bear fruit from him, the temple 
in which he meets with his own people, the sheepfold in which he keeps 
all his sheep and lambs, his body, which he can direct as he pleases. 
So he made and knows but one church. If you are saved, you are in 
that church. 

No. 23—Love Not the World 


‘‘Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world.’’ 
The world meant in this Scripture is not the beautiful world in which 
we live, for it, and all that God gives us are to be received thankfully. 
But the world that we are to hate is that spirit and nature in those who 
do not serve the Lord that makes them disobedient to God and bent on 
seeking sinful things. 

This world is ruled by a prince called the devil, or Satan. The 
prince of the kingdom of God is Jesus, and he aims to finally put down 
all the works of Satan and all sin. But Satan aims if he can to put 
down all that is good and Christlike; therefore the two are in constant 
war, and everybody is in this war. Just now, whether you are saved 
or unsaved, you are fighting in this war for God or for Satan. 

If you are on Prince Satan’s side, you are wanting fine clothes, 
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gay times, and sinful pleasures, or you are disobedient to your parents 
and teachers, or you read foolish and unclean stories. You do and 
think and are just like all the people of this world. But if you are a 
child of the other kingdom, you are seeking to please God by being 
modest in appearance and in conduct, and obedient, and you are not 
trying to act like the people of the world. 

Satan stands off to one side of the Christian and tries to get him 
to look over and see some of the pleasant things he has arranged to 
entice him to leave the narrow way. He tries to slip into the Christian’s 
heart a little love and desire for the sinful things of this world. We 
Christians all seek to be like Jesus, not like the world that follows the 
ways of Satan. 


No. 24—The Call of God 


Every one of you thinks sometimes of what you want to be when 
you are grown. People who become teachers, or farmers, or merchants, 
or mechanics, or engineers, or carpenters, or some other kind of trades- 
men, have the privilege of choosing their calling in life. But preachers 
do not. It is God who ealls his workers, and fits them for their places. 
Peter and James and John were fishing when the Lord called them, and 
Matthew was gathering taxes. The Lord knows who can best do the 
work of a minister, and he chooses those whom he desires. 

Usually the one whom God calls, hears in that way which Chris- 
tians have of hearing his Spirit’s voice the voice of God telling him 
that he ought to be a preacher, or a missionary, or whatever God wants 
him to be. The Lord may talk to him for many months before he really 
begins to preach, but when he does begin to preach the Lord is with 
him and helps him to enlighten and comfort the people. 

Sometimes Christians who are quite young in years hear the Lord 
calling them. When the Lord calls, we should be willing to do whatever 
he wants us to do. It is sin to rebel against him. 

God will not call one who is not living a clean and pure life. 
Those who receive the call of God should continue to live very carefully, 
to study the Word, and to pray much, and so be ready to do what God 
wants them to do. 

Every Christian should be willing to do something for the Lord, 
and even to preach if God should call him to the ministry. 
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No. 25—Missionaries 


Missionaries are people that leave their homes and give their time 
to tell other people of the love of Jesus. Some missionaries go only 
among the poor and needy and afflicted of their own city or neighbor- 
hood, and are called home missionaries, but others go across the ocean 
to other countries. .They go to people who speak a different language, 
have different customs, and may even have a different color from them- 
selves. They go, not because it is a pleasure to go, but because they 
love the Lord enough to obey him, and because they love these poor 
people enough to give their lives to teach them of Jesus. Often they 
have many hardships to undergo, and they become lonely for their 
loved ones at home, but through it all the Lord is with them and sus- 
tains them. 

These missionaries teach the people about Jesus, and often teach 
them to read so that they can use the Bible, and even translate the Bible 
into their language so they can understand what they read. Sometimes 
a missionary will labor for years and not see many results, but all the 
time he is winning the hearts of the people, and later some one else 
will-go and many will be saved. In some places where, when your 
grandfather was young, natives would kill and eat each other, the peo- 
ple are now Christians and would no more do such a thing than you 
would. 7 

There is no nobler calling than that of a missionary. Some of you 
dear children will be called to this work. May you be able and willing 
to go and do all that you can for the souls of these people. Perhaps 
some of us can not go, but we can pray and we can give that others 
may go and fulfil the Lord’s command. 


No. 26—Faith 


‘¢ Without faith it is impossible to please God.’’ Now if we want 
to please God, we see by this text that we must have faith. Faith is 
not some great thing that we can not understand. It is just believing. 

A boy comes by and tells you that his father bought him a nice 
suit down-town very cheap, and that the sale is yet going on. You 
believe him and go in and tell your parents about it, and they believe 
also, and take you to the store to choose your new suit. You had faith 
in what the boy said. 
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Some one telephones to your mother that she may expect company 
for dinner. She believes it and prepares for them; you believe and 
go home at noon expecting to enjoy the company and the good dinner. 
You and your mother had faith in what the message said. 

You use faith every day. It is a most simple thing. 

To have faith in God means only to believe what he has said. The 
Bible says that God created the world, and we believe it. It says that 
Jesus came to save the world, and we believe that. The Word says 
that if we repent, our sins will be forgiven, and we believe that. It 
tells us to forsake all sin, and we believe that and forsake sin. We ask 
and believe, and feel the joy of God in our hearts just because we be- 
lieve the Bible. 

The Lord says he will supply all our needs, and we pray and ask 
him for what we need, and he gives it. 

How simple this is! Let us always come to the promises of God 
believing just as simply and as surely as we believe our parents and 
teachers. 


No. 27—The Resurrection of the Dead 


We all know what death is, and most of us have stood by the grave 
and seen some loved one put out of sight, never to be seen in this 
world again. This is sad; and to those who have no hope in Jesus it 
is almost more than can be endured. But to the Christian there are 
some beautiful promises that take away all this horror and dread in 
death. 

We have read of the heaven that is prepared for those that love 
the Lord and of how the Lord gives us the power to look forward to 
these things. But there are promises also for the body that is laid in 
the tomb. Jesus says that all that are in the graves shall come forth. 
Not only shall the souls of men enjoy heaven, but their bodies will be 
resurrected as was the body of our Lord Jesus. He was the first-fruits, 
and we shall all be raised up at the resurrection. 

There will come a mighty sound of a trumpet, so loud and so piere- 
ing that all the world, and even the dead, shall hear it. And while all 
those who are yet alive are waiting breathless for the next sound, all 
the dead will come forth. Then those among the dead and those among 
the living who are God’s people will be caught up to meet the Lord, 
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whom they will see coming in the air, and so shall we ever be with the 
Lord. Then the earth will melt with terrible heat and will be burned 
up, and the heavens will depart. What a terrible and a glorious time! 

These things are coming to pass sometime. Though we die before 
they do, yet we shall wake and see them and go to our reward. 


No. 28—“Be Kindly Affectioned” 


The Lord wants his people to be a happy people; so he has given 
many commands, obedience to which will always make us happy. None 
of these commands will bring more happiness than this one, ‘‘ Be kindly 
affectioned one to another.’’ This means not only that we love one 
another but also that we show our love by our actions. It gives no 
excuse for saying, ‘‘They should have known that I loved them.”’ 

There are many ways to show love—by words, by caresses, by 
kind deeds, by being thoughtful. Words and caresses do not mean 
much if there are not with them kind deeds. ‘‘ Actions speak louder 
than words.’’ But deeds are not enough. There is something about 
us that causes us to like to have our friends and loved ones show affec- 
tion. And we should remember that all are alike in this respect, and 
learn to show our affection for those we love. 

Father and mother should receive much love. Kind words and 
caresses are appreciated when we are with them, and good letters when 
we are away from them will help them along much in their many busy 
cares. , 

Our brothers and sisters and our schoolmates should be treated 
kindly, and real appreciation and affection shown them. And to our 
grandparents too we should be very gentle and kind. Then, our friends 
should have a part of our affection. By being always thoughtful for 
their happiness, we can show that we have real care for them. 

And especially among the children of God there should be real 
affection. ‘‘By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye 
have love one to another.’’ 


No. 29—“In Honor Preferring One Another” 


I know of no command that will test the humility of one’s heart 
like this one: ‘‘In honor preferring one another.’’ It is so natural for 
the human heart to prize highly the honors and rewards that come our 
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way, that it tests our sincerity to a great extent to really prefer another 
when the trial comes. 

A little girl came home from school, her face all clouded. Her ~ 
mother asked the cause of her trial, for it was plain to be seen that she 
was not happy. ‘‘The teacher is not fair. She likes Virginia better 
than she does me. If there is to be any reward, it is Virginia, of course, 
who gets it, no matter how the rest of us ore ie 

The mother looked at her little girl a minute, ad then said, ‘‘ Tell 
me all about it.’’ 

‘*Tt was like this. We were drawing today, and the best work was 
to be put on the wall. I did mine as well as Virginia did hers, but of 
course mine was passed by, and. Virginia’s taken. It is not fair.’’ 

Then followed a long talk between mother and daughter. Finally 
the little girl saw that she had been mean and selfish to think of Vir- 
ginia and the teacher as she had. ‘‘If your work was only as good as 
Virginia’s, then why do you not feel glad that the reward was given 
to her instead of to you? Can you not rejoice in her HORUS Thus the 
mother reasoned. 

To be so unselfish that when the good things are passed by us and 
given to another, we can still rejoice in heart, is to have true humility ; 
and this is the way not only to be humble but also to be happy. 


No. 30—‘Fear God” 


There are different kinds of fear. There is the fear we feel when 
we think something will harm us, and the fear that comes to those who 
have done wrong and think they are about to be found out. And there 
is a fear that may be described as a loving carefulness not to displease, 
and another that is awe and respect as regards some one we think to 
be far better or more powerful and worthy of honor than we ourselves. 

It is these last two kinds of fear that the Christian feels toward 
God. The wicked person fears God because of the judgment and his 
own great wickedness. He will sometime cry for rocks and mountains 
to hide him from the face of God, but the Christian will have no such 
feelings. Our fear of God is pleasant. We think of his great power; 
for he made the world and all that is in it, and the stars and all the 
heavens. We are helpless in his sight, and utterly dependent on him. 
Eiven the air we breathe and the water we drink come from him. How 
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natural that we should fear, that is, greatly respect and stand in awe 
of, such a mighty God! . 

Then we think of his power to know all things. He knows all about 
us, and what we do and think, even to the most secret things. He sees 
not only what we do but also what we should like to do, and rewards us 
according to our motive. Then, how foolish for us to try to hide any 
thing from him, or to think that we shall go unpunished if we are not 
faithful in all things! 

When we think of God’s great love and compassion, we can not 
but love him in return. Even though men turn from him, and are dis- 
obedient and wicked, yet he seeks after them, and is ready to forgive 
them as soon as they repent. Every good thing we have is a gift of 
his love. We are daily surrounded with evidences of God’s great 
goodness. | 

Now, if you had a friend, and he had shown in only a few ways 
that he loved you, and if he had been kind for only a few months, per- 
haps, would you not fear to offend or ggieve him? How much more 
do we fear to offend and grieve our loving God! This is the fear that 
is a bondage of love. It is a joyful and pleasant fear. 

When the Bible says of certain ones that there is no fear of God 
before their eyes, it means that they have no respect nor feeling of awe 
for their great God, nor any gratitude for his loving kindness and ten- 
der mercies. What a sin it is to fail-to fear God! 


No. 31—The Judgment 


‘<Tt is appointed unto men once to die, and after this the judgment.”’ 
The judgment is that time when God shall reward every one according 
to his life here on earth, whether good or bad. At that time every man, 
woman, and child who has ever lived will stand before the Lord in judg- 
ment. The purpose of Jesus’ first coming to this earth was to bring 
salvation, but the purpose of his second coming will be to judge. 

All who have rejected the Lord, all who have lived sinful lives, and 
all who have been careless and have not sought the Lord, and all liars 
and thieves and all who are guilty of other Pe deeds, will hear the 
awful words ‘uttered, ‘‘ Depart from me.”’ 

There will be people at the judgment who profess to be Christians 
and who pray and even preach, but who will not be received up to 
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heaven, because they are not right at heart. What a disappointment 
that will be to such ones! 

There is a place prepared for the devil and his angels, and to 
this place all sinners must go to live for ever and ever. But to those 
who have loved and served the Lord Jesus, this will not be a terrible 
time, but one of glory and joy. They will enter into the eternal reward 
of righteousness. 7 


No. 32—Heaven 


‘*T go to prepare a place for you.’’ 

Before Jesus went away, he said that he was going away to pre- 
pare a place for his children, and that when he should come again he 
would receive them unto himself, that they might be with him to all 
eternity. 

Jesus came to this world and suffered death on the cross to make 
people fit to enter this heavenly home; and if it took that to make them 
ready, the home he is making there must be wonderful. We can not 
now know or understand all that this home will be, for God has not 
fully revealed such things. 

Some of the inspired writers have seen heaven in visions, and 
they have tried to tell us a little about it. There will be no night there, 
and no need of the sun or moon, for the heavenly light will be better. 
Those who come there will never die, and there will be no sickness, no 
sorrow, no sin, no parting. Everything seemed so beautiful to one 
who Had a vision of heaven that he said the streets Were paved with 
gold. And best of all, the face of the dear Savior will be seen there. 
Whatever it will take to make the children of God happy to all eternity, 
that will be in heaven. 

The Bible tells us that here we have no continuing city, but we 
seek one to come. Therefore we, as Christians, should not live aseif 
this world were our home and we were always to stay here, but we 
should act as if we really believed that this heavenly home is waiting 
for us, and be ready to go to it when the time comes. What a meeting 
it will be when all the redeemed of all ages are gathered home! We 
shall there meet all our loved ones that have been faithful to the Lord, 
and be with them forever in that beautiful home. 


\ 
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GEMS 


There is many a rest on the road of life, 
If we only would stop to take it; 
And many a tone from the better land 
If the querulous heart would wake it. 
To the sunny soul that is full of hope 
And whose beautiful trust never faileth, 
The grass is green and the flowers are bright 
Though the winter storm prevaileth, 


Better to hope though the clouds hang low, 
. And to keep the eyes still lifted, 

For the sweet blue sky will soon peep through, 
When the ominous clouds are rifted. 

There was never a night without a day, 
Nor an evening without a morning, 

And the darkest hour, the proverb goes, 

- | Is just before the dawning. . 


‘There is many a gem in the path of life 
Which we pass in our idle pleasure, 
That is richer far than the jeweled crown, 
Or the miser’s hoarded treasure. 
It may be the love of a little child, 

Or the mother’s prayer to heaven, 
Or only a beggar’s grateful thanks 
For a cup of water given. 


—Selected. 
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